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By Kyle Griggs

Haskell Celebrated its fall graduates 
this past Thursday December 8th in 
the Auditorium. Although it was not 
as formal a ceremony as the spring, 
all of Haskell’s best showed up to 
honor the students. After President 
Redman speech to the crowd the 
Haskell Choir preformed. But it 
was Vice President Venida Chenault 
who introduced the commencement 
speaker, Dr. Joseph Brewer. 
Although there was not the same 

kind of pomp and circumstance in 
this ceremony as there usually is in 
spring commencements, the office 
of the President assures that if you 
so choose to, graduates of this fall 
will be allowed to walk in the spring 
as well. That way, for those students 
who would like to have the cap and 
gown, will still be able to.
Here is a list of the fall 2011 gradu-
ates. Congratulations again on all of 
your accomplishments! “ONWARD 
HASKELL!!”

Haskell Celebrates 2011 
Fall Graduates
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Letters to the Editor
As a student or member of the Haskell 
community it is our job to ensure you 

are represented to the best of our ability. 
Please send in any concerns, issues or other 
info that you would like to see within The 

Indian Leader.

    All letters received are subject to edit, re-
fusal or publication. By submitting a letter 

you are giving us permission to publish and 
edit. You also acknowledge that you are the 
author and accept all responsibilities. Your 
full name, Haskell email and cell number, 

if you have one, MUST accompany all sub-
missions and are subject to verification.

--Thank You-Staff--

By Simona Charles

I started at Haskell years ago, and then I 
took almost a nine year break. You’re prob-
ably wondering why? Well of course things 
in life happen and you sometimes will ques-
tion why? 

Years ago, I was doing great as a student 
here at Haskell. I was keeping up with my 
grades and doing work study on campus.  
On one rainy day while at work, the phone 
rang. It was my uncle and he told me to sit 
down. He was crying and told me my broth-
er had died in a car accident back home in 
Nevada while he was trying to rush home.
My world was flipped upside down. I lost 
my direction because this was definitely not 
something that was supposed to happen, at 
least I thought. I had just seen him a few 
months earlier and I had talked to him a 
week ago on the phone. I didn’t understand, 
as tears ran down my face, I knew I had to 
get my things together and head home 
After struggling to make the last few weeks 
of school the best I could. I decided to 
transfer to a school three hours away from 
home in Nevada to be closer to my family. 
I really didn’t want to leave Haskell, but I 
felt like life maybe easier if I were closer to 

home. But the school I transferred to, I soon 
found out, was NO Haskell! 
 
Mentally and physically I was exhausted. 
It wasn’t long ago I lost my brother and by 
this time, my life was getting away from 
me. One day, on my way home from class, 
I was driving while pregnant. I ended up 
having an epileptic seizure with my third 
child. We both almost lost our lives that 
day. After I got discharged from the hospital 
weeks later I had to withdraw from school. 
I was a single mother with three children 
and I couldn’t afford to stay in school. The 
kids and I ended up homeless I lost my part 
time job and I had no money to go back to 
school with. There were no jobs back home 
and my baby was still in the NICU.  

While at the homeless shelter I decided 
that I must find a job, no matter what it is. 
I applied at one of the largest banks in the 
world. I was nervous, but I knew I could do 
the job I got it, and I did!
And one day my manager said to me “why 
don’t you go back to school? You’re smart, 
you’re a hard worker, and you want to”. 
She then asked where I would want to 
go if I could choose anywhere and I said 
Haskell! She said “OK!” and informed me 
to look for a job in Kansas City so I could 

transfer with the company.  
  
I ended moving to Kansas City, Missouri 
where I currently reside but the idea of get-
ting back in school was still nerve racking. 
But then one day the kids and I decided 
to go to the museum to see some Natives 
perform in the heart of KC at the museum. 
There I saw Manny King, from the Regis-
trar Office along with a group of Haskell 
students he was with. He asked me when 
I was coming to come back to school.  At 
that moment I didn’t need to think about 
what I wanted anymore. Once I saw the 
look in my kids eyes from meeting those 
students, I saw how inspired they were; to 
one day themselves want to go to college, 
my mind was made up. I was going back to 
school!
 
That day forward I set out to do my best 
and I am going to work hard for my family. 
It may not be easy, but nothing in life is. 
This is where my ancestors paid a price 
for me to go to school. I know I want to 
do more for our communities and for our 
students. I want to be able to graduate and 
give money back to our Universities. I want 
to be able to show my children, nieces, and 
nephews that you can do anything that you 
put your mind to. 

By Kyle Griggs 

President Barack Obama Surprised many 
Kansans this month when he showed up 
in Osawatomie KS, to give a speech about 
our country’s economic state. The nature of 
His speech was not a coincidence in topic 
or location. It was the same topic and town 
that President Teddy Roosevelt gave a simi-
lar speech about our nation’s economical 
struggle 100 years earlier.
“This is the defining issue of our time,” 
Obama said, in reference to income in-
equality. “At stake is whether this will be 
a country where working people can earn 
enough to raise a family, build a modest 
savings, own a home and secure their retire-
ment.”
While many Democrats were impressed by 
what the president had to say, others felt as 
if it was merely a tactical maneuver for next 
year’s election.
Steve Prue, Office to the President of 
Haskell took 4 students to the speech, 
including Student Senate President, Joel 
Hernandez and The Indian Leader’s Editor, 
Kyle Griggs. It was a great moment that 
does not come by everyday and all who 
were in attendance, be it republican or 
democrat appreciated it for the occasion it 
was.

Obama Comes to Kansas

My Journey Back to Haskell

Photos by Kyle Griggs

Photos Top L/R: Obama on stage, taking 
photos with audience member. B L/R: spec-
tators wait patiently to see Obama, Haskell 
students M. Begay, S. Kaye, J. Hernandez 
attended speech
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By Janice Mendez

Haskell Indian Nations University Business 
Department will bid ado to their esteemed 
colleague, Dennis Glasco, who is retiring at 
the end of this semester.

 Glasco said jokingly, “I am going 
to retire to the Bahamas with my cohorts, 
Warren Buffet and Bill and Melinda Gates.   
We have a newly developed gated commu-
nity that will entertain us as we strategize 
to increase our stock portfolios, create more 
finance options, and pay fewer dividends to 
shareholders.”

For many years the business students have 
been entertained with Glascos’ wit and 
tough math classes.  Jaken Jake, said with a 
smile, “I will miss his funny jokes.”  

Glasco didn’t wait for students to catch 
up, he just forged ahead.  For most math 
students, you either got it or got left behind.   
Either way Glasco was tough but fair.  His 
challenging extra credit questions always 
kept students on their toes and if you got 
the answer right he would question you 
about it.

“The business department will miss his 
brilliant mind,” stated Dr. Jim Bliven, “he 
pulled no punches and would tell it like it 
is.”

According to Ryan Coody, “Glasco is the 
Ozzie Osborne guru, he really knows his 
stuff.”

Math Wiz Dennis Glasco Retires

Ever needed to look up a certain subject 
in the library for a class or paper and not 
been able to find it? Ever closed down the 
library studying? If the answer to either of 
these questions is “YES” then you are in 
luck.
The KU Libraries are now free to all stu-
dents, faculty, and staff of not only KU but 
Haskell students as well. Before there had 
been a $10 charge to obtain a KU library 
card needed to check out books from their 
libraries, and now, as long as a Haskell 

By Whitney Youngman

 Thanks to a contest on Twitter, I 
was able to win free tickets to the Hip Hop 
and Love Tour concert that came through 
the Granada last month. The headlining rap-
per goes by Murs, a heartfelt and headstrong 
musician who knows the workings of writ-
ing a great song and performing it fully to 
express to the audience just what he means. 
He was accompanied by two other groups: 
Sean O’Connell, a guitarist that was so into 
his own , he played that guitar like no one 
was watching, and Tabi Bonney, a rapper 
that may have been born in West Africa, but 
he was meant to be on stage performing, and 
the crowd welcomed him and his music to 
Kansas.
 All three of the groups used the 
same bassist/drums/keyboardist, who call 
themselves the Senseis, and may I just say 
that the bassist, Brady Watt, is amazing. His 
bass lines are so independent and he has 
such a great stage presence; you can tell he 
loves his job by the way he solidifies the 
song with his style of playing—very funky, 
very strong. The drummer, Daru Jones, 
was rocking the shades that night and wore 
an expression that was very confident in 
representing the music they played. When 
I say that, I mean that you can tell he loves 
the music they were making, that the sound 

fully represented the groove he felt when he 
heard their own music. The keyboardist was 
keeping the smooth tunes alive, working the 
keys like a pro, and they were a very strong 
foundation to the different styles of music 
from the three performing artists we saw 
that night.
 Sean O’Connell had a very indie 
sound, and at first it sounded like I was 
listening to the radio (very generic), but 
what really caught my eye was the way he 
danced with his eyes closed, swaying to the 
beat, fully enveloped in his own progres-
sion on the guitar, and had a very cool style, 
reminiscent of John Frusciante or Carlos 
Santana. His backup vocalist, Mackenzie 
Eddy, has a beautiful voice and when she 
would rap, the whole audience listened. It’s 
tough for a tiny little blonde to stand up on 
stage and say “take me seriously as a rapper 
for the next THREE MINUTES,” but she 
did and I applaud her for that!
 They were also joined on stage 
with a rapper who goes by the stage name 
DA$H, and he did okay, talked a lot and 
was trying to move his hands while he was 
rapping, when really it just seemed unnec-
essary—let the music talk for itself! In my 
own humble and personal opinion, he was 
outshined by the other performers who took 
the stage that night. Nothing personal, dude, 
but when I’m waiting for Murs and you’re 

all over the stage talking yourself up, it 
takes away from the crowd and focuses on 
you. Anyway, next subject!
 Tabi Bonney is high energy, in-
your-face, and he works his music to the 
brink. I had never heard of him or his music 
before but I have become a fan easily.  He 
was joined on stage with DJ Skibeatz, whom 
has worked with some of the greats of hip 
hop, from Jay-Z to Mos Def, Lil Kim to 
Jean Grae, and I was front row right in front 
of his station, watching him do his work. He 
has collaborated with Brady Watt constantly 
on many different albums and their work 
has inspired many rappers to vocalize their 
opinions and write great records. Some rec-
ommended jamz are “Nuthin’ but a Hero,” 
“Sunlight,” and “Hip Hop and Love,” which 
they played when Tabi’s set was finished, 
inviting Murs out to perform this chill song.
I only have one thing to say about Murs 
and his set: HE ATTACKED IT. His music 
reminds me of a mix of The Roots, The 
Fugees, and Wu-Tang, music I’d listened to 
from my older brothers’ rooms as a kid and 
would later bump in my car on long drives 
when I felt reminiscent. If you’re into hip 
hop that has a soul and articulates a positive 
and chill vibe, get into Murs and see him 
anytime he is in a venue near you.

Murs Plays the Granada

Photo by Whitney Youngman

Photo by Janice Mendez

Free Library Access at KU

ID is with you, you are able to access 
any of eight libraries across KU campus. 
Many having their own specific resources 
available for any research, including: Law, 
Engineering, Art & Architecture, Music & 
Dance, among others.  
 
Visit www.ku.edu/libraries to learn what 
hours each library is open. Most are open 
on Saturdays, some are even open 24 hours, 
and as always, it’s just right up the hill. So 
don’t get discouraged if Haskell Library 
is unable to fulfill your research needs, 
because KU is willing to help Haskell stu-
dents out as well. Happy Holidays!

by Whitney Youngman

by Whitney Youngman
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By Janice Mendez

Lawrence, KS –  
Recruitment opportunities for students 
pursuing research initiatives for scientific 
enhancement (RISE) and enter the Bridge 
program at Kansas University will be open 
until the middle of February 2012.
Becky Welton, staff/teacher in the RISE 
lab, held a seminar in November inform-
ing students about the RISE and Bridge 
programs, and Dr. James Orr, Principal 
Investigator for Bridge & Director for the 
Office for Diversity in Science Training at 
KU conducted a Responsible Conduct of 
Research training module for our current 
RISE and Bridge scholars.
Currently, Haskell has 16 scholars in the 
Bridge/RISE program.  At the Responsible 
Conduct of Research training module they 
learned about misconduct and the“FFP’s” 
fabrication, falsification and plagiarism.  
Maintaining academic integrity means no 
cheating, no plagiarism or assisting others 
in such acts.
Jessica Rodriguez said, “I have been in the 
program for a year and a half and I like 
it.  There is a plethora of support to help 
us students enter the research field.  Fur-
thermore, the advisors want us to succeed 
so assistance is there to go on to graduate 
school.”
Academically, Haskell students must have a 
desired GPA of 2.5 or better, taken Chem-
istry I and a gateway course Biology 121.  
Students must take a minimum of 15 credit 
hours per semester; submit current tran-
script and official schedule each semester.
Research requirements are developing pro-
fessional relationships with a KU mentor, 
creating a research project, raw data collec-
tion, producing a scientific poster and pres-
ent it at public forums and at a professional 
conference, and participate in summer 
research experiences for undergraduates.
The professional community development 
portion is to maintain a positive social 
standing, participate in related social/pro-
fessional groups such as:  the Society for 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
the Advancement of Chicanos and Native 
Americans in Science (SACNAS), Ameri-
can Indian Science & Engineering Science 
(AISES), etc., and register for the SACNAS 
conference.  Students must also participate 
in community outreach such as:  SACNAS 
activities or other service opportunities and 
provide program evaluations.
“The Bridge program is extremely helpful 
with guidance for graduate school opportu-
nities,” stated Ashley Stiffarm, “I have been 
in the program for two years now.”
Since 1998, Marigold Linton, director for 
American Indian outreach in the Office for 
Diversity in Science Training at the Univer-
sity of Kansas, is Cahuilla-Cupeno and an 
enrolled member of the Morongo Band of 
Mission Indians, preserves the KU/Haskell 
relationship in moving this outstanding sci-
ence program forward each year to benefit 
Haskell science scholars.
In January this year, Dr. Linton, one of 11 
recipients, received a Presidential Award 
from President Obama for Excellence in 
Science, Mathematics and Engineering 
Mentoring.
In a KU News Release, “These individu-
als and organizations have gone above 
and beyond the call of duty to ensure that 
the United States remains on the cutting 
edge of science and engineering for years 
to come,” Obama said. “Their devotion to 
the educational enrichment and personal 
growth of their students is remarkable, and 
these awards represent just a small token of 
our enormous gratitude.” 
“It’s terrifically exciting,” Linton said. “I 
look forward to the recognition for our KU-
Haskell program. I see it as an award for all 
of us in the Office for Diversity in Science 
Training, especially Dr. James Orr and Dr. 
Estela Gavosto and our Haskell partners.” 
(KU News Release, Jan. 21, 2011)
For more information on the Bridge/RISE 
programs contact Becky Welton in Room 
133 at Ross Hall.  Her office hours are 8:30 
to 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday in the 
RISE computer lab phone 785-832-6640 or 
by email: bkwelton@haskell.edu.

Recruitment for the RISE and Bridge 
Program is Open

 

by Marcus Barnoskie
 It was a cat and mouse game 
against Ottawa on November 28th.  Haskell 
ran into foul trouble throughout the game 
leaving making Haskell play catch-up to 
Ottawa’s offense.  Haskell fell behind 10 
points late in the second half for a come-
back to a 3 point deficit. A series of fouls 
against Haskell set them back and lost at 
home 87-77. The Fighting Indians went on 
the road December 2 to play Utah Valley 
University, Haskell’s only NCAA Division 
I opponent this season. The men’s team 
lost 84-49. Putting the team at 6-5 for the 
season

by Marcu Barnoskie
 The Fighting Lady Indians 
trampled Ottawa 60-47 at home November 
28. Haskell went on to lose at Hannibal 
La-Grange (47-60)  and Missouri Baptist 
(58-94) at home. Louis Stevens is a scoring 
force the Fighting Indians this year. Her 
scoring average is 14.86 points per game 
but over the last 3 games has an average 
of 19 points per game. The next sched-
uled game is December 16 against Oglala 
Lakota College. The next home game is 
January 13.

Season Update
Photos by Marcus Barnoskie

Recently Haskell Indian Nations Uni-
versity had a survey completed over 
the EPA regulations that resulted in 
the university having violations set in 
place. These violations were recom-
mended to be in the low priority range, 
but violations nonetheless. This was not 
the main goal for the fall 2011 semester, 
the main priority this semester was to 
initiate a program that will enable the 
university to lower waste consumption 
through recycling.  

The Haskell Facilities Management De-
partment had a recommendation to sub-
mit a recycling plan or system that will 
help to bring the waste consumption to 
a lower level. The system’s kickoff date 

started in late September/early October 
through concerned students, staff, fac-
ulty and community members. 
The team met through the semester to 
brainstorm, plan and initiate a program 
that will give Haskell Indian Nations 
University a second chance at recy-
cling.  

In past years, Haskell Indian Nations 
University had a recycling system that 
resulted in failure. The previous plan 
was to give the campus a chance to be 
in close proximity to the recycling bins. 
This system was to bring more common 
interaction with the recycling bins to 
encourage recycling. 
However, the newly developed pro-
gram is to initiate three dumpster sized 

recycling containers provided through 
Deffenbaugh Industries. This company, 
located in the Kansas City area helps 
to give facilities such as Haskell an 
opportunity to do something that is a 
better ‘green’ alternative to traditional 
waste removal. 

Other educational institutions are using 
this same program. Such as the clos-
est school in proximity to Haskell. 
Broken Arrow, uses this same system. 
The school describes the Deffenbaugh 
recycling bins as a way to connect com-
munity members to a better alternative 
to traditional waste removal. The ability 
to use the bins is also encouraging for 
younger students. 
The recycling bins that will be placed 

at Haskell Indian Nations University 
will be to help alleviate the growing 
waste products exiting the campus. 
The campus organization such as the 
Haskell Environmental Research Stud-
ies (HERS) Center, headed by Dr. Wild-
cat, is proving to be vital in the newly 
developed recycling program. 
The HERS center helped to develop the 
different phases that are proving to be 
the start of lowering waste consumption 
at Haskell. The first phase will be to ini-
tiate a detailed program that has to be in 
place by December 06. This first hurdle 
has been met through the recycling 
committee and is looking forward to the 
second initial phase. 

Recycling Program Initiated at Haskell
by Joshua D. Woosypitti

continued to pg8



The Decline in Male Native American College Enrollment: 
Perspectives and Strategies

By Kyle Griggs

 When asking why fewer Native 
American males are choosing to not contin-
ue their education after high school, while 
the number of Native American women is 
increasing, there is no one clear answer. 
There are however many reasons and fac-
tors as to why Native males are struggling 
to find their way into a college class room. 
 First, many tribes today still have 
poor standards for employment within their 
institution. Why would they want to leave 
their tribes and families to go to college to 
only come home to a place where they are 
not be able to utilize the degree they have 
just earned? 
 Second, our country’s economic 
situation leaves many young males having 
to give up their dreams of attending school 
because they now have to help support their 
families. They do not have the luxury of 
college because their mothers and fathers 
are getting laid off and they now have to 
earn a living just to keep food on their 
tables.
 Third, the cost of attending a uni-
versity has become so high, unless you have 
the money, you will inevitably be forced 
into debt if you still choose to go. But there 
is hope. Many tribal leaders are taking this 
fight to Washington. And Washington is re-
sponding in an overwhelmingly supportive 
matter.
 It is almost a given that unless 
your tribe has valuable land or a casino on 
the property, it is struggling to survive, both 
from an economic stand point and a tradi-
tional stand point. Native males are not get-
ting the education they need to be prepared 
for what comes after high school. Luckily, 
we have our president and his administra-
tion on our side. 

 On December 2nd of this year, 
President Obama announced his signature 
of an executive order titled “Improving 
American Indian and Alaska Native Educa-
tion Opportunities and Strengthening Tribal 
Colleges and Universities.”
 Rob Capriccioso from Indiancoun-
trytoday.com states “The order was meant 
to improve educational performances and 
options for Native American students from 
early education through college.” It is an 
effort to ensure every tribe has means to 
properly educate their people. 
 n order for them to be prepared for 
college, they must have the same resources 
as the rest of the country. Representa-
tive Ed Markey said about the executive 
order “This is an important advancement 
in fulfilling our commitment to our Tribal 
communities. American Indian and Alaska 
Native students have a dropout rate higher 
than any other racial or ethnic group in 
America. This is a trend we need to reverse, 
and the new education initiative is a step in 
the right direction.” 
 While Washington is finding ways 
such as that to aid Native Americans in 
receiving their education, there are still 
reasons why men are finding it difficult to 
take that next step. Haskell student Mar-
cus Barnoskie believes it is because of our 
country’s  economic depression. “I think 
that most men are now choosing to skip 
school and stay on the reservations so they 
can get a job and help put food on the table. 
They don’t have time to think about their 
future because they are too focused on their 
present.” 
 This could account for why more 
Native women are choosing college while 
the men stay behind. It has long been tradi-
tion that the man provides for his family 
and takes care of their needs. It is nearly 

impossible for Native men to go to school 
full time AND provide for their loved ones 
in today’s America. 
 According to R.M Arrieta from 
Inthesetimes.com, the national unemploy-
ment rate among Native people spiked 
from 7.7 percent in the first half of 2007 to 
15.2 percent in the first half of 2010, while 
whites experienced a 4.1 percent and 9.1 
percent unemployment rate respectively, in 
the same time period. That, along with the 
lack of educational resources and fund-
ing, has made it nearly impossible for the 
average Native American male to attend 
a university. However, Marcus along with 
many others, believe there are ways to fix 
this. 
 Implementing more scholarships 
and handing out more money may seem 
like the answer but it is not. We must first 
start at the foundation, the Tribes and reser-
vations. The Government needs to reclaim 
their vows they made to the Native people 
of this land. Nixon helped our people end 
“Termination” and now President Obama is 
doing his best to help bring “Self Determi-
nation” back to the forefront. 
 One suggestion is to give Native 
males more initiative to go to college. Uni-
versities should offer special aid to Native 
males so once they graduate, they are 100% 
guaranteed a job in a field that meets their 
needs as well as helps them support and 
give back to their Tribe. Scholarships are 
great but they are not enough. Mentoring 
programs need to be implemented so they 
always have a person who can be there for 
them and support them if they begin to lose 
their way. 
 The price of the average semester 
with tuition, books, housing, etc. is around 
$15,000 per semester. Haskell is great for 
many reasons but most importantly, the 
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cost. It is about $110 for a semester here if 
you live off campus and $220 if you live on 
campus. When asked, an overwhelmingly 
number of men said that was the biggest 
reason they choose to attend Haskell Uni-
versity. 
 The quickest way we will see more 
Native males attending school is to drasti-
cally drop the price of attendance. It is easy 
that is to say and difficult it is to imple-
ment, but it must be done to ensure every 
American gets a proper education after high 
school, not just Natives. 
 The average Native male does not 
have the ability to take out a loan, so how 
are they to afford going to college? The 
answer is simple; they cannot. Instead, they 
choose to stay close to home and find a job 
that merely supports them rather than hav-
ing opportunities at their disposal to support 
their people and tribes. 
 In the end, it was evident by the 
responses on campus as to why many 
believe Native Male enrollment is down. 
The Native Americans are struggling in this 
new, broken economy. They are struggling 
more so than the average white man, as 
they have always had to. It is not on the 
forefront of many Native men’s minds to go 
to college. It is on their minds to keep their 
traditions alive and their families fed and 
warm at night. 
 But if we lower tuition rates and 
give male students a valid reason to leave 
their tribe for school, then I believe we will 
see an increase of Native males attend-
ing colleges. Along with lower tuition, we 
must build a support system for those who 
choose to attend. To keep dropout rates 
down, we must ensure that there will be 
jobs and resources for them to utilize once 
they are finished.

If you went to a campus athletic event 
and saw a table with apparel, more than 
likely this is the Happy Shirt company 
selling items 
The money that is raised by selling 
t-shirts goes toward the Haskell H 
Club, which traditionally served as the 
Haskell Letterman organization. In 
the past, the H Club provided services 
such as funerary support which helped 
athletes to return home when a death 
occurred. 
The selling of apparel is a way to offset 
that cost by not directly using the 
Haskell Athletic budget to give support 
to those students. 
Another means of using this financial 
support is to help purchasing shoes, 
athletic equipment and other emergency 
type of purchases for the students. 

There have been some raised suspicions 
directed toward the Haskell Athletic 
Department because of this scenario. 
The money can be used to help give the 
students of the Haskell Athletic Pro-
gram a way to transition into the vari-
ous sports programs without breaking 
the bank, so to speak. 
Some of the conflicting remarks have 
been either toward the organization, 
Haskell H Club or the ethical business 
practices of the shirt sales. The Haskell 
H Club has been making ripples in the 
topics discussed at Haskell Indian Na-
tions University because other orga-
nizations are seeing favoritism in the 
structure of a campus group.
The Haskell H Club has been initiated 
through the (gifting) process of Happy 
Shirt to start the apparel line to sell, 
and then the proceeds are placed in the 
Haskell Student Bank for the Haskell H 

Club purposes. The raised remarks were 
in conjunction with the organizational 
process, every campus organization 
runs their officer/plan of ops through 
Student Senate, Office of the President, 
University Services and Finance for 
approval. 
This process was set in place to help 
make sure there are organizations that 
know the working policies of various 
groups such as Finance, to reassure 
that they will keep ethical records of all 
their business transactions. 
The other area where the t-shirt sells 
have been treading water is in result of 
business ethics. Any company, organi-
zation and other entity will know that 
inventory is the main key to any busi-
ness transaction, along with contractual 
agreements if deemed necessary. The 
main question of most people raising 
alarm is in regard to the process of the 

Haskell Campus Shop. 
The Haskell Campus Shop has indi-
viduals through Finance review the 
financial records of the entity to ensure 
the business transactions are correct and 
initiating an ethical business operation. 
In comparison to the Athletics Depart-
ment’s decision to sell t-shirts/apparel 
through Happy Shirt, there is no appar-
ent regulation/policy to help maintain 
that checks and balances system. The 
Haskell Athletic Department has been 
voiced as having “a power of their 
own, which is unfair to campus groups 
selling items. But not only that, they 
should be held accountable just like 
any other university is. How are they 
selling items through, a gift, is that 
ethical? I thought the shirts would need 
to be accounted for, because we are a 

by Joshua D. Woosypitti

Shirt Sales Raises Questions about H Club

H Club continued to page 8 
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As another semester ends and the 
holiday season begins we are re-
minded
of how important family is. It is that 
time of year when every student
anticipates finishing finals week and 
dreams of going home for the
holidays. And no matter your reli-
gion, being with family and friends
seems to inevitably take its rightful 
place as top priority. I hope
that you all have a wonderful winter 
break and get to properly spend
time with your loved ones. I am 
very lucky and only live a short
distance from my mother. For those 
who are traveling, be safe and be
legal; as my old geography teacher 
would say every Friday afternoon.

This year has brought us many great 
steps forward, as a school and as
a people. From Haskell getting a 
new president to President Obama's
signing of Executive Order “Im-
proving American Indian and Alaska
Native Education Opportunities and 
Strengthening Tribal Colleges and
Universities”, which it meant to help 
give more options to Native
American students, it has been clear 
that 2011 was a great year for
the Native American student, of any 
age.

I look forward to another year of 
getting to meet amazing people
getting to experience a life that is 
only possible because I am in
college. Where else can you get an 
education, make new life lasting
friends, meet and network within 
your ideal field of study, AND afford
it all without going $30,000 into 
debt? Haskell Indian Nations
University, that’s where!

Photos were taken by Indian Leader Associa-
tion Editor, Kyle Griggs. Griggs along with other 
Haskell employees, students and staff were able to 
attend the event. President Obama, came to  
Kansas as a way to represent a historical mile-
stone in history. 
President Obama visited Osawatomie High 
School in Miami County, that past President 
Teddy Roosevelt visited. 
The trip entailed a speech aimed at economic 
downturn, the same initial annecdote President 
Roosevelt spoke on. 
Eventhough President Obama was not in a very 
supportive territory, considering Kansas is made 
up primarily of Republican views. His visit was 
marked as a milestone for many who would not be 
able to meet a leader of a country such as ours.

Letter from the Editor
by Kyle Griggs

Photos courtesy of Kyle 
Griggs, Indian Leader 
Association. 



Lawrence, KS – Dr. Denise Low-
Weso and Trish Reeves will both 
retire at the end of this semester and 
continue with what they love to do 
write.

These phenomenal ladies will be 
greatly missed by all.

After 27 years, Dr. Denis Low-Weso 
said with a smile, “I will not miss 
too much about Haskell, as I hope to 

continue to be involved in Haskell, 
but I just won’t have an office.   
 
However, I will miss the motivation 
of students here.  Many students 
have a serious understanding of how 
education helps to further sover-
eignty. I have taught at other uni-
versities, and did not see the same 
interest in graduate and law schools.  
The school has improved dramati-
cally.  When I started there were no 
creative writing classes only Basic 
Composition now most students 
enter with college-level skills.”

She plans to continue with her writ-
ing projects, working with Yuki 
author and William Oandasan’s 
manuscripts in which she received 

a fellowship from the Sequoyah 
National Research Center, editing, 
online classes for Baker University 
and finishing her year as president 
of the national board of the Associ-
ated Writers and Writing Programs.

“I’ll miss exploring topics with 
students,” avows Weso, “I love the 
academic life.”

Pam Tamborino maintains, “I will 
miss her companionship.”

Trish Reeves has been a faculty 
member of Haskell since 1991.  
Reeves states, “I made the decision 
to retire from Haskell Indian Na-
tions University but not retire from 
writing.  I put it off too long, it’s 
now or never.  I am grateful and 
honored to have had the experience 
of teaching Haskell students.”

Reeves has inspired and built foun-
dations for students to bring out the 
best in their writing skills.  In the 

Weso and Reeves Retire from Teaching at Haskell
past few years at the American In-
dian Higher Education Consortium 
(AIHEC) competitions her students 
have achieved awards and honors 
for their poems and stories.  Also, 
Haskell students have received rec-
ognition and been published in the 
Tribal College Journal. 

“I liked that Ms. Reeves had peer 
criticism over our papers,” said 
Kayla David, “And that she had a 
one on one with us so we could ask 
her questions so she could tell you 
what needed to be fixed.” 

“Her service to the university will 
be sorely missed,” affirms professor 
Lorene Williams, “Ms. Reeves has 
always been diligent and enthusias-
tic in completing any task set before 
her.  More than anything, her col-
legiality and student mentoring will, 
by far, be her continuing legacy.”
Both Weso and Reeves have been 
acting deans and chair’s of Hu-
manities and assigned to the endless 
committee functions for Haskell.

by Janice Mendez

WASHINGTON, Dec. 6, 2011 -- The 
U.S. Forest Service announced on 
Monday the publication of its first-
ever national-level direction on the 
management of invasive species 
across aquatic and terrestrial areas of 
the National Forest System.
  “Invasive species cost the American 
public an estimated $138 billion each 
year. They deplete water supplies, 
destroy recreation opportunities and 
damage landscapes across the coun-
try.” said U.S. Forest Service Chief 
Tom Tidwell. “We are taking this 
bold approach to better protect our 
nation’s forest and water resources 
from the threat of invasive species.”
While the Forest Service has long 
had a Forest Service Invasive Spe-
cies Program, this new policy adds 
requirements for agency-wide 
integration of invasive species pre-
vention, early detection and rapid 
response, control, restoration, and 
collaborative activities across all 
National Forest System lands.  
 "The integrated nature of this new 
approach will make the Forest Ser-
vice able to more effectively manage 
invasive species in the context of 
environmental issues such as adapta-
tion to climate change, increasing 
wildfire risk, watershed restoration, 

fragmentation of habitats, loss of 
biodiversity, and human health con-
cerns," said USDA Undersecretary 
Harris Sherman. "At the same time, 
we will be engaging the public, in-
cluding participation by underserved 
communities in these programs and 
benefits."
 The proposed policy was published 
on June 3, Federal Register for a 
60-day public comment period. The 
final policy published today reflects 
the consideration of comments 
received from a wide variety of 
stakeholders in the public and private 
sectors, including non-government 
organizations, state and local govern-
ment agencies, private individuals, 
and other Federal government agen-
cies.
 The mission of the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice is to sustain the health, diver-
sity, and productivity of the nation's 
forests and grasslands to meet the 
needs of present and future genera-
tions. Recreational activities on our 
lands contribute $14.5 billion annu-
ally to the U.S. economy. The agency 
manages 193 million acres of public 
land, provides assistance to state and 
private landowners, and maintains 
the largest forestry research organi-
zation in the world.

OKEMOS -- Incoming Okemos Public 
Schools board member Damian Fisher 
comes at the Chieftain logo controversy 
from a unique perspective.

Fisher, who will begin a two-year term 
on the board in January, is a member 
of the Saginaw Chippewa Tribe. He 
has long been active in tribal affairs, 
serving since 2010 as the chief legisla-
tive counsel to the Little River Band of 
Odawa Indians.

He would support an effort to honor 
Chief Okemos with a bronze statue out-
side the high school, along the lines of 
the Sparty statue on the Michigan State 
University campus or the Magic John-
son statue outside the Breslin Center. 
No such plan is bein contemplated.

But he supported the decision to end 
the use of the traditional chief logo to 
symbolize Okemos schools.

"I think I am on the record (as saying) 
human imagery in logos is problematic. 
Without the support of an ongoing dia-
logue, its meaning can be lost," he said.

As Fisher told board members at their 
Nov. 28 meeting, the official and final 
discontinuation of the logo is a complex 
issue for him and others.

"What we're dealing with today is as 
simple as dropping the dialogue of 
diversity. To find value in diversity 
requires us to be diligent in keeping that 
dialogue alive."

One part in that dialogue is tolerance, 
which Fisher described as "listening to 
people with opposing points of view." 
"That is where the diversity is," he con-
tinued. "We have just as long a tradi-
tion in Okemos as we have with Chief 
Okemos."

While many have advocated a more 
realistic depiction of Chief Okemos as a 
substitute for the logo previously in use, 
Fisher is not in that camp.

"It's too hard to lose control of a visual 
image. It's bad enough you lose control 
of written word -- the visual image is 
more corruptible.

Given the first images of Indians he 
saw were what Fisher termed "cartoon-
ish" -- for example, longtime Cleveland 
Indians mascot Chief Wahoo -- Fisher's 
opposition to human imagery in logos 
is unsurprising.
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federal institution,” words expressed by 
concerned students (identities withheld) 
in fear of backlash. 
A report submitted by the Haskell Ath-
letic Department to the Office of Post 
Secondary Education explains some 
everyday expenses of the programs. 
For game day expenses for basketball 
men and women is ($70,021.00), foot-
ball ($40,317), track men and women 
($16,244), golf ($11,296), softball 
($20,974), volleyball ($23,299) and 
with a combined total [men and wom-
en] is $182, 151. 
A Grand Total expense of all the athlet-
ic programs is at $851,132.00 and more 
information for this report is viewable 
online. 
The Haskell Athletic Department has 
purpose within its budget. It helps 
calibrate the totals of the players based 
on how much it costs for transportation, 
fundamental supplies such as pads, hel-
mets, etc. Haskell does not have much 
support in monetary means based on 
other four year mainstream universities, 
even if we are a smaller higher educa-

tion institution. 
The report submitted by Reporting Offi-
cial Freda Gipp, Administrative Assis-
tant and reporting year Sept. 01, 2010 
through Aug. 31, 2011. It also reflects 
the amount of students participating in 
the athletic programs which is around 
246 estimated participants as stated by 
report. 
The majority of the participants living 
on-campus reside in Osceola-Keokuk 
Hall and some scattered at various 
dorms on campus. The testimony of a 
total of (21 players in various sports 
programs) was “we have little by way 
of other sports teams,” an expression 
heard multiple times through the inter-
view process. 
The growing number of individual 
recognition is rising, whereas some 
institutions do not recognize their play-
ers through their sports programs. This 
is also a cost that does not reflect in an 
appropriate budget.
Appropriated budgets have set stan-
dards and practicum when dealing with 
the monetary amounts. This is one 
reason the Haskell Athletic Department 

is seeking other avenues to give that 
support where support is needed.
The Haskell Athletic Department does 
not have an active booster club like 
other universities. The boosters are 
comprised of monetary donations, but 
have a board that examines all transac-
tions and is cared for through the sup-
port of the school. 
 The board is traditionally hired to help 
develop, maintain, operate and adver-
tise for the athletics programs. The one 
responsibility is getting funding toward 
their respectable sports programs. 
After initiating the background for this 
article topic, the important subarea is 
that of the t-shirts. The shirts give the 
chance to bring aid to students that may 
not have the ability to afford shoes. 
Shoes, an important tool needed to be 
active in any sports program, tradition-
ally has the individual player purchase 
this item and remaining equipment is 
bought by the university.
The university purchases equipment 
such as pads on the idea of having the 
players’ health being an important is-
sue. The pads the football team has for 

example, is the pads once used by the 
University of Kansas’ sports program. 
There is a divisional line of what is 
needed, what is expected and what 
the athletic program has done for its 
community. Other sports teams help 
with charity, promoting leadership, and 
personal well being, and giving aid on a 
regular basis. 
Other sports programs are based in 
result, which the Haskell Indian Na-
tions University is not concerned with. 
If the university had the same standard 
as other universities in the same regard 
as its sports programs, then there would 
have been a change in athletic coaches 
or a shift in the way the overall athletics 
sports teams are run.
Any questions, concerns or comments 
regarding athletics may be directed 
toward Judith Gipp, acting Athletics 
Director for Haskell Indian Nations 
University. 
The information for the report is view-
able online www.ope.ed.gov under 
Institution Data, Haskell Indian Nations 
University in cooperation with the Of-
fice of Post Secondary Education. 

Shirt Sales Raises Questions about H Club... continued from pg5
by Joshua D. Woosypitti

The second phase to the program will 
be to have the Deffenbaugh recycling 
bins placed at Haskell Indian Nations 
University. The bins will have signs ex-
plaining what types of materials can be 
recycled through the Deffenbaugh bins. 
This phase is scheduled to be initiated 
in the spring 2012 semester.  

The last phase will have a more detailed 
program. The last phase is figuring out 
different avenues to take in spreading 
recycling to the entire campus through 
bins located at various locations. 
The recycling program is headed by 
the United Negro College Fund, Green 
Campus building grant, that helps to 
develop programs such as this. This is 
supervised through liaisons such as Dr. 
Wildcat, interns such as Kevin Penass, 
Delaney Reed and Paulette Blanchard.  
 
This is supported through university or-
ganizations such as Student Senate and 
Indian Leader Association. The pro-
gram will need the support of Haskell 
students, faculty, staff and community 
members to make this program success-
ful for the campus. 

More information can be directed to 
Lee Pahcoddy at the Haskell Facilities 
Dept.

Recycling..continued from pg4
Rising Artists Connect Music with Experience

by Joshua D. Woosypitti
Mac Marv aka Marvelous (Malcolm Cole-
man) and Dub Hardaway (Wyman Waters) 
are serving lyricism with experience. 
Music with influentual mainstream artists 
always use experience as a guiding force in 
developing lyrics, this duo is using the same 
technique to sequence together scenarios of 
everyday life in the music they are creating 
together. 
Dub Hardaway uses his own take of life to 
ground persuasive, smooth and dynamic 
beats to help connect everyday obstacles 
with contemporary forms of expression.
Mac Marv is not excluded from this pro-
cess, serving two different forms of vocal 
range, they connect to help deliver a beat 
that is worthy of any noteable artist. 
The videos of these two young men can be 
seen plastered online, as they use forms of 

social media to help ground an audience, as 
well as finding ways to get their opinions 
across, no matter the audience.
The two started their collaboration process 
since the beginning of 2010. 
Mac Marv and Dub Hardaway are students 
at Haskell Indian Nations University.
The pair have been noted to collaborate 
with other Haskell peers, Flamur Shabani, 
Ian Holiday and in a cooperative effort with 
Jamie Scott. 
The music that is stemming from these two 
artists is that of a mixed sound mimicking 
no one. 
Rising from speakers is an emotion filled 
tone of soul, smooth beats of R&B as well 
as a reflection of experience that of Rap. 
The element that is quite apparent within 
their music coincides with social issues, 
cultural identity and obstacles that are in the 
forefront of life. 
In creating their music, one issue reflec-
tive in their responses was that of technical 

support. Some of the pairs’ peers voiced 
concern regarding technical issues in regard 
to the video the duo released online. 
“We have had positive feedback. We work 
with what we got,” says Dub Hardaway.
Even if the two artists do not have the 
ellaborate studio, record breaking sound/
light equipment. There is one thing the two 
does have and that is the desire to express 
themselves in a way that is at the forefront 
of any major music career. 
“After every show, we have questions like 
do you have any cds. No one was fighting, 
just people having a good time,” Mac Marv. 
Other well known lyricists have ranged 
from the contemporary Common, legendary 
Muhammad Ali to Shakespeare. Rap being 
a contemporary form of poetic expression is 
the skeletal framework of the duo’s musical 
notations. 
More videos can be seen on youtube, 
browse the artists’ name to find more from 
this rising pair.

L to R: Dub Hardaway, Malcolm Coleman, 
clips derived from actual video
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