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By  Ryan Coody

Students will start noticing something new 
on campus when they park their cars. The 
old blue and green signs that labeled the 
various parking lots have been replaced by 
shiny new purple and gold signs. Purple 
signs indicate staff parking, and gold signs 
point out where students and visitors can 
park.

This move is not changing the number 
of spaces available to students or making 
changes to where they are located. Spaces 
are identical to the layout they were in 
before. However, Mr. Lee Pahcoddy in 
Facilities explained that they are currently 
entering the process to try and rearrange 
a few spaces on campus. On the list are 
the spaces just north of Ross Hall, and the 
spaces north of Coffin along the road that 
cuts through campus. Both of these lots are 
currently Faculty only, but they may soon 
have a few spots set aside for students. This 
process may take some time as it has to be 
agreed to by both the university and the 
faculty’s union, but it is expected to pass 

through both as was done with the parking 
lot outside Blue Eagle.

Students are urged to continue parking in 
the student, or gold, sections as they did 
before. Student vehicles found to be parked 
in the Purple sections will be fined $25.00, 
or $35.00 for those without parking passes.

A small discount on fines is not the only 
perk the Haskell parking passes provide 
students. Those that find themselves locked 
out of their vehicles or stuck with a dead 
battery can call Facilities at 785-749-8467 
during normal business hours to receive 
free assistance. These parking passes are 
free the first time you register your vehicle, 
although a small fee may be charged for 
replacements. If you sell or trade your ve-
hicle, be sure to stop in at the Parking office 
to update your registration.
Stephanie Fernando in Facilities had just 
one request of students in exchange for 
these services: please follow the stop signs. 
The students, faculty, staff, and visitors of 
Haskell travel the roads and sidewalks all 
over campus and following the stop signs 

and speed limits are an important part of 
keeping the area safe for all of us. We all 
have to do our part to keep our campus a 
safe place.

Students are also encouraged to keep the 
fire lanes and other emergency access areas 
free of parked vehicles, such as the area on 
the west side of Roe Cloud. These areas 
need to be kept clear in the event emer-
gency services such as ambulances are re-
quired. They need to be able to get close to 
the building and doors quickly, and vehicles 

parked in these areas prevent them from be-
ing able to provide the care and assistance 
our fellow students may need.

Even though sometimes the parking situa-
tions on campus can be frustrating, you can 
save yourself a lot of extra cash by parking 
in the proper areas and making a short walk 
to class. Facilities are working to add extra 
spaces, but staff and faculty also need the 
ability to park as well. We all have to come 
together to share the space that we have 
with each other.

Parking

By Tyler Levier

     Over the past decade, Student Senate 
has pondered over the idea of collect-
ing tribal flags to be displayed at com-
mencement ceremonies, orientations, 
parades, powwows, and other events of 
significance on campus.  This semester, 
the Student Senate Executive Board has 
been making a significant progress in 
obtaining the tribal flags of the various 
nations represented by our student body, 
with an average of two flags arriving each 
week.  Formal request letters, phone calls, 
and countless emails have been sent to 
the one hundred forty-one nations cur-
rently represented on campus.   Many 
tribes have been very receptive to the 
idea of building a tribal flag repository 
on campus.  The current goal is to obtain 
the flags of the one hundred forty-one 
tribes currently represented on campus.  
Ultimately, the goal is to obtain flags from 
all five hundred sixty-six of the federally 
recognized tribes.

     With the flag collecting effort is still un-
der way, additional effort is being made to 
obtain the flags of those students who will 
be receiving their degrees at commence-
ment on May 10th of this year.  Graduat-
ing students can assist in this effort by 
providing their name and tribe on one the 
colored bulletins posted throughout cam-

pus titled “GRADUATING THIS SPRING?”  A 
request made with a specific tribal mem-
ber’s name carries far more weight than 
a generic request, especially when that 
particular person is receiving their degree.  
Bulletins are located in many locations 
across campus, including the bulletin 
boards in the post office, Registrar’s office, 
and Curtis Hall.

     To keep costs down, no student govern-
ment money is being allocated to the flag 
collection efforts.  The tribes are being 
asked to donate their flags to the Univer-
sity.  During the third week of February, 
the Student Senate Executive Board also 
requested the University purchase flag 
poles and stands using funds 
believed to be available 
through the American Indian 
College Fund’s Cultural Pres-
ervation Program.

     At Haskell Indian Nations 
University, we take great 
pride in the fact that all of 
our students come from 
many different American 
Indian/Alaskan Native na-
tions.  This is what makes our 
University unlike any other 
in the world.  We feel that 
representing the tribes in this 

manner will instill a sense 
of pride and belonging among students 
as they see or carry their tribal flag during 
these special events.

     This request is not one that tribes 
regularly receive. Because of this, there 
is often some confusion within the tribe 
about who would grant such a request.  
Often, the requests have to be brought in 
front of a Tribal Council or other legislative 
body.  If a student knows an individual 
in their tribe who could be of assistance, 
Student Senate asks that you contact your 
class representatives, club representatives, 
or student.senate@haskell.edu.  
Onward Haskell!

Photo Curtacy of Tyler Levier

Student Senate Collecting Tribal 



By Ryan Coody

Quietly he made his way to the stage. 
Everyone waited patiently to find out who 
he was and why he was there. Jay Mule had 
been invited onto the stage without an in-
troduction, an overview of his background, 
or a brief preview of what he planned to 
say. At the time it seemed awkward and 
unusual; guest speakers are almost always 
preceded by a lengthy introduction.
 
However, once Jay got rolling, it was easy 
to see why - he had such an interesting 
story that no introduction would have got it 
right. He began by detailing his former life. 
Growing up, he struggled through school, 
eventually being designated as a “special 
ed” student after inadvertently passing a 
test for the program (it turns out he should 
have failed the test to stay out). He was 
comfortable with these classes because the 
workload was lighter, and they rewarded 
students with candy, not with grades.
 
A few years later, he began to hang out 
with the “wrong crowds,” becoming in 
his own words a “juvenile delinquent.” 
He lost interest in school and academics, 
and acknowledged that no one expected 
much out of him anyways, saying that the 
“teacher gave up on [him].” One night fol-
lowing a lot of drinking with a few friends, 
he got into a wreck and woke up covered 
in blood and sitting in jail. Looking around 
he realized his shoelaces were missing, and 
began to try to piece everything together, 
eventually deciding he must have got in a 
fight with someone, because of the blood, 
and they must have stolen his shoelaces for 
some reason.
 
Once he got the deputy’s attention, he was 
taken out of the cell. The deputy brought 
him over to his desk and got his shoelaces 
out of a drawer. Handing them back, he 
said it was their policy to remove the shoe-
laces of “suicidal” people, and explained 
to Jay that when they found him, lying in 

the street, he was talking about dying. They 
were afraid he would hurt himself.
 
It was then that Jay realized his life was 
going nowhere. Forget the teachers - at 
this point he didn’t expect anything out 
of himself either. He knew things needed 
to change and that he wasn’t happy with 
how things were going, but it wasn’t until 
a school counselor suggested that he was 
still able to graduate if he wanted to that he 
realized what he needed to do.
 
Jay enrolled in night school and summer 
sessions, working hard to make up for the 
time he had let slip away. He issued a chal-
lenge to himself to accomplish something 
he had never even dreamed of: graduation. 
This dedication and perseverance paid off 
in the end, and he graduated high school 
with a GPA of 0.7.
 
He wanted to continue this and enrolled in 
Haskell, but because of a former obligation 
in court, a judge sent him to rehab and he 
missed his chance to attend. After rehab he 
stayed in a halfway house, but eventually 
he found himself heading back towards his 
former life. He started to get into trouble 
again, but this time he stopped himself; he 
began to attend church in an attempt to fix 
the things in his life that he couldn’t do on 
his own.
 
Once again he set out to attend Haskell, 
despite his peers trying to bring him down 
and keep him out. They didn’t support him, 
but instead claimed that Haskell was “noth-
ing but a party school” and that he wouldn’t 
be able to stay sober if he attended there; 
they said eventually he would go right back 
to his old ways.
 
Determined to prove to them, and himself, 
that he could graduate Haskell, he enrolled 
and set to work. This path wasn’t without 
temptation however. His roommate was 
out one night, and after a nap Jay woke up 
thirsty. Grabbing some orange juice out of 
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Letters to the Editor
As a student or member of the Haskell 
community it is our job to ensure you 

are represented to the best of our ability. 
Please send in any concerns, issues or other 
info that you would like to see within The 

Indian Leader.

    All letters received are subject to edit, re-
fusal or publication. By submitting a letter 

you are giving us permission to publish and 
edit. You also acknowledge that you are the 
author and accept all responsibilities. Your 
full name, Haskell email and cell number, 

if you have one, MUST accompany all sub-
missions and are subject to verification.

--Thank You-Staff--

The Indian Leader meets every 
Thursday  at 4:00P.M. 
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Foundation for Change
By Patti Tanewasha 
 
     As a College Student we’re given “X-
amount” of money which is supposed to last 
us throughout the school year. Our funds 
may come from financial aid, Scholarships, 
and from work; however we have got to 
make this pot of gold last. Budgeting may 
seem like a crazy thing, but learning this 
new skill will last forever. 
 
     We go by semester set-up we’ve got just 
about 9 months in our school year, which 
isn’t including summer school. To figure out 
how much money you have for the school 
year add all your funding sources together. 
For a Semester take your total than divide 
by 4.5, for the year divide by 9 this amount 
you can call it an “allowance” which will be 
the “X-amount” of money available. 
 
     Start by asking yourself,” What are my 
expenses?” Your expenses could be rent, 

groceries, or bills. Next add all those ex-
penses for one month up the new total will 
equal your monthly expenses. For now set 
that total aside, and we’ll come back to that. 
 
     Do you ever wonder how much you 
spend at a coffee shop a month? Or on fast 
food? Experiment with this idea of keeping 
track of your receipts for two or four weeks. 
At the end of each week take your collec-
tion of receipts, and write down separate 
categories then sort your transactions into 
those categories. After sorting your trans-
actions into the marked categories add up 
all transactions in each category, and write 
the total to the side of those categories. At 
the end of adding up all of the categories 
take the final total, and add them together. 
If you did this for two weeks multiply by 
2 to equal a month, if you’ve kept track of 
spending for a month no need to multiply 
any further. This is your total “Spending” 
for the month. 

 
     So for about a month we found out the 
monthly allowance, and expenses, and 
spending. So take your monthly expenses, 
and spending add those together. If this total 
is greater than your allowance for the month 
you’re possibly over spending in some 
categories. Or if it’s less than your monthly 
allowance you’re under budget, and have a 
little more money to spend, or set aside. 
 
     A budget can help you decide your needs 
from your wants, or help you identify a 
savings goal for your next trip, or a possible 
pair of New J’s. Budgeting can be a trial 
and error method, change it to your likings 
until you’re comfortable. When you’re in 
your comfort zone you can think about sav-
ing, or spending a little more on yourself. 
 
Happy Budgeting.

Budgeting Tips

By Laura Budder 

With new and returning students coming 
back this semester, everyone thought it 
would go just as planned. But Pocahon-
tas Hall had other plans for the Haskell 
Indian Nations University Students. Just a 
few days before students were to return, 
a highly pressurized water pipe from the 
sprinkler system came loose in the attic 
of Pocahontas Hall. Sources say that the 
water may have been running for up to 
45 minutes at full pressure before being 
discovered. One source says, “The water 
was even running on the outside of the 

building, just like a waterfall.” The floors 
on the East side, both upper and lower 
levels are ruined. Now, the building did 
test positive for Asbestos, but it has been 
fully removed. Pocahontas Hall is on the 
National Registry of Historic Places, so 
special precautions have to be taken and 
certain regulations are required. This will 
cause the reconstruction to take longer 
than normal. The crews began sanding 
the walls on February 4th, 2013. It has 
been confirmed that the east side will not 
be reopened for living until the Fall 2013 
semester. 

It looked like the Titanic

his roommate’s refrigerator, he realized at 
the last second it was mixed with vodka, 
and spit it out as fast as he could. He knew 
this was a close call, and that if he had 
drank it he would be right back where he 
was, and all those naysayers would have 
been right. He was determined to stay on 
the right path, and there was “no going back 
to the alcohol.”
 
Jay worked hard and graduated Haskell 
completely sober. He said all those that 
tried to tell him he couldn’t make it were 
the ones who dropped out after partying too 
much. He had accomplished something that 
a few years before wasn’t even an option to 
him. Like so many other Haskell students, 
he credits the amazing turnaround in his life 
to Haskell.
 
Haskell played a “significant” role in his 
new life, and provided the foundation for 
the change that he needed to make. Without 
Haskell, he would never have started with a 
“clean slate”, would never have graduated, 
and would never have his education.
 
Jay delivered an impressive and inspira-
tional address to the Haskell convocation, 
receiving applause and support from all the 
Haskell 

community members in attendance. His 
story is one of strength, will, determination, 
and a desire to improve. For Jay, Haskell 
will always be a place of opportunity, and 
he challenged all of today’s students to 
take this opportunity and use it to make 
the changes in their lives they know they 
should; “If you want a complete change – 
Welcome to Haskell!”

Indigenous Music Concert Series:
An Evening Featuring North and south American Music

HASKELL AUDITORIUM
March 8, 2013

7:30PM

FREE ADMISSION

Performances by:
North and South American Community Groups

Student Drumming Groups
Haskell Chorus

Sponsored by:
Music and Fine Arts Department

Indigenous and American Indian Studies Department

For any further question please contact Mirna Cabrera at Mcabrera@Haskell.edu 

Haskell’s Indigenous Music Concert

By Sherri Wright

     This semester Student Senate has chosen 
to focus on legislative activities to help 
bring clarity and resolution to areas of 
prior struggle. We are currently working on 
endeavors to help guide the next Student 
Senate Officers and hopefully make their 
jobs easier. This includes:

-Creation of a Student Senate Election 
Code
-Creation of a Student Senate Code of Eth-
ics
-Amending the Student Senate Constitution
-Adoption of Social Media Policy

     The Election Code is currently in the 
process of being written with projected 
completion date of February 19, 2013. The 
Student Senate Code of Ethics is completed 
however, both the Election Code and the 
Code of Ethics must be reviewed by all the 
Senators and their sanctioned clubs for their
approval and final approval will take place 
at a General Assembly Meeting. Vice Presi-
dent Levier and I referenced a variety of 
well-established universities and tribes with 
existing Ethic Codes and Election
Codes to help us create our own that will fit 

the needs of Haskell.

     The Social Media Policy was created 
by our own expert Rhonda LeValdo. Mrs. 
LeValdo achieved both her Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degree in Journalism and Mass 
Communications; she is also the President 
of Native American Journalists Association. 
Mrs. LeValdo is our faculty member in Me-
dia Communications. She has experience in 
the realm Social Media as she has presented 
at NCAI last October on how to create 
Social Media Policies. The adoption of the 
policy will take place at the next scheduled 
General Assembly Meeting.

     At our Student Senate General Assembly 
Meeting held on February 13, 2013, Vice 
President Levier presented the proposed 
constitutional amendments to the Sen-
ate. Now the Senators will present these 
proposed amendments to the clubs they 
represent, where they will cast their vote. 
Any student who is interested in reading the 
proposed amendments you are welcome to 
come and get a copy of them. 

     We also have several committees that 
welcome volunteers.

-Health committee
-American Indian Higher Education Consor
tium (AIHEC) Committee
-Miss Haskell and Haskell Brave Commit-
tee
-Election Committee
-Art Committee
-Dead Club Committee

      Anyone is welcome to attend our 
weekly Student Senate meetings. The Stu-
dent Senate Executive Board meets every 
Monday (if Monday falls on a holiday we 
meet the next day at 4:00 pm) at Eagle’s 
Nest at 12:00pm and the General Assembly 
Student Senate Meeting is every Wednes-
day evening at 7:00pm in Navarre Regents 
Room.

     The Office of Student Senate does not 
yet have a working phone, however you can 
stop by the Student Senate office and get 
our contact info, you can contact us through 
email at student.senate@haskell.edu, or 
inbox us on facebook. We look forward to 
visiting with all of you.

ONWARD HASKELL!

Senate Update
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start strong.
sM

©2008. Paid for by the United states army. all rights reserved.

start in the lead.

start coMManding attention.

start taking charge.

Start learning more.

Start moving up.

Start out on top.

Start getting ahead of the game.

There’s strong. Then there’s Army Strong. By enrolling in Army ROTC at Haskell Indian Nations University
you will develop leadership skills and earn an Army Officer’s commission after graduation—two things that will
help ensure you succeed in life. You may also be eligible for up to a full-tuition scholarship to help you pay for
your college degree. With a start like that, there is no limit to what you can achieve.

To get started, visit goarmy.com/rotc/r875.

DO YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES TO BE ARMY STRONG?
Enroll in one of our Military Science classes and see if you are up to the challenge!

For more information, contact us at (785) 864-1113 or goldbar@ku.edu.
Follow us on Twitter & Facebook and learn more about enrolling through KU Army ROTC.


