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Students were given preferred 
seating on stage as the President 
spoke on ways to help developing 
families thrive.

by Charlie Perry and Colton Butler

President Barack Obama paid a visit 
to Lawrence just two days after his 
2015 “State of the Union” address 
as part of his “Middle-Class Eco-
nomics” speaking tour. The Chan-
cellor of the University of Kansas, 
Bernadette Gray-Little, graciously 
extended the invitation to welcome 
Haskell Indian Nations University to 
the special Presidential event held at 
the Anschutz Sports Pavilion on the 
University of Kansas campus.

Twelve students were invited and 
given preferred seating on stage 
with the President. Each 4-year 
program selected 3 students to rep-
resent them alongside an additional 
3 students in leadership positions 
on campus. Students represent-
ing Haskell in leadership positions 
include: Beverly Foley, Student 

Senate President, Alista Thorne, 
Miss Haskell 2014-15, and Charlie 
Perry, Editor, The Indian Leader 
newspaper. The other nine students 
selected based on their merit in 
their respective programs included: 
Dominic Goseyun, Marc Crooked 
Arm, Allyson Prue, Jacob Dixon, 
Barbara Wolfin, Peter Henry, Sarah 
Gowen, Trevor Pueblo, and Chris-
tina Davey. Haskell President, Dr. 
Venida Chenault and Stephen Prue, 
Executive Assistant to the President, 
were also on hand for the event.

After a brief word from Chancel-
lor Gray-Little, Alyssa Cole,  KU 
senior and single mother of 3, took 
the stage to introduce the Presi-
dent. In 2013, Cole wrote a letter to 
President Obama requesting more 
assistance for developing families 
in need of childcare and education. 
Cole stressed, “It is so important 
that parents receive help with child-
care in pursuing an education.” She 
went on to speak about the govern-
ment taking a more proactive ap-
proach on the issue.

President Obama took the stage to 
greet a diverse and enthused crowd 
of thousands of people eagerly 
waiting to hear his stance on issues 
such as childcare, education, and 
strengthening the economy. Obama 
kicked off his speech by informing 
attendees that 2015 is off to a great 
start for the American People.

“We start this year with some good 
news. Our economy is creating jobs 
at the fastest pace since 1999. Our 
deficits are shrinking. Energy pro-
duction is booming. Our troops are 
coming home. We have risen from 
recession. More young people are 
finishing college than ever before. 
The verdict is in--middle-class eco-
nomics works. Providing opportu-
nity for everybody works. The focus 
is to keep the momentum going. 
Let’s make sure everyone has a fair 
shot and everyone plays by the same 
rules,” said Obama.

The President went on to say, “that 
means helping folks afford child-

care, helping folks afford college, 
helping folks get paid leave at work, 
and making sure people have health-
care. Helping the first time home 
buyer. Helping folks save for retire-
ment.”

 President Obama then tackled the 
issue of affordable childcare saying, 
“Affordable high quality childcare 
isn’t a nice-to-have; it is a must-
have. Studies show children who 
receive high quality education are 
less likely to get in trouble with the 
law.”

The President then laid out a plan 
that would extend child care to 
reach over 1 million additional chil-
dren from low to moderate income 
families. Haskell junior, Dominic 
Goseyum, is also a father and was 
chosen to represent Haskell at the 
event. Goseyum took a moment to 
comment on the President’s plan to 
expand childcare. 
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12 Students Chosen to Represent Haskell at President 
Obama’s “Middle-Class Economics” Address

Haskell rep-
resentatives 
included from 
front row left:S  
tephen Prue, 
Alista Thorne, 
Barbara Wolfin, 
Venida Chenault, 
Dominic Gos-
eyun. Second row 
from left; Marc 
Crooked Arm, 
Jacob Dixon,  
Peter Henry, 
Charlie Perry,  
Trevor Pueblo, 
Beverly Foley, 
Allyson Prue, 
Sarah Gowen and 
Christina Davey. 
(Photo via Haskell 
Indian Nations 
University).
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Letters to the Editor
As a student or member of the Haskell 
community it is our job to ensure you 

are represented to the best of our ability. 
Please send in any concerns, issues or other 
info that you would like to see within The 

Indian Leader.

    All letters received are subject to edit, re-
fusal or publication. By submitting a letter 

you are giving us permission to publish and 
edit. You also acknowledge that you are the 
author and accept all responsibilities. Your 
full name, Haskell email and cell number, 

if you have one, MUST accompany all sub-
missions and are subject to verification.

--Thank You--
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Haskell Sweat Lodge Vandalized
by Lori Hasselman

A report of vandalism at the sweat 
lodge grounds on the Haskell 
campus has been confirmed this 
afternoon by the President’s of-
fice. Information was received this 
morning that sometime between 
Sunday, January 25th and Monday, 
January 26th, the women’s sweat 
lodge received considerable damage 
with several ribs of the structure’s 
frame broken and tobacco bags ly-
ing on the ground. President, Venida 
Chenault visited the area with facili-
ties staff this morning following the 
report to survey the damage.

“To me it’s a hate crime and this is 
the second incident we’ve had. Back 
in October, the Native American 
Church (NAC) reported symbols 
had been carved onto the grounds 
where they place their teepee. Both 
the sweat lodges and the teepee — 
people go there to pray. One of the 
things that we’ve really tried to do is 
ensure that all of the faiths, all of the 
beliefs and ways here are respected 
and the fact that NAC reported that 
desecration and the lodges have now 
been desecrated, it’s disappoint-
ing and it’s hurtful. This campus 
shouldn’t be the place where people 
that follow our ways have their 
places damaged. This is just not the 
kind of campus we want to be.”

Individuals that take care of the 
space where the lodges are located 
discovered the vandalism. Sweat 
lodges for both men and women oc-
cupy the space separately. No dam-
age to the men’s lodge was observed.

Chenault said 
she will file an 
incident report 
on campus and 
had contacted 
the Lawrence 
Police Depart-
ment to file a 
police report as 
well.

“Sometimes 
people don’t 
understand the 
significance of those kinds of sacred 
places. Sometimes it is ignorance 
of what these places represent for 
tribal people and for students that 
come from traditions in which this is 
how they pray,” said Chenault. “It’s 
a place of healing and a place of 
prayer. It shouldn’t be vandalized.”

One student knows first-hand the 
significance of the sweat lodge and 
the importance of the practice in her 
own tribal community. Jacey Lamar, 
Blackfeet shared her beliefs and 
what the sweat lodge means to her 
and her tribe.

“That’s the way I grew up. I grew 
up real traditional. I grew up know-
ing how to build a sweat and take 
care of the fire since I was 10 years 
old. That’s our way of life; that’s 
our religion. It’s our time to be with 
Creator, just like how someone 
would go to church,” said Lamar.

Lamar added her reaction to the 
lodge desecration. “It’s something 

that, how I was raised, we hold that 
ceremonial way in high regard. So, 
a person would almost feel violated. 
You have so much respect for every-
thing and just knowing that someone 
desecrated that (space) it’s not going 
to be the same and it never will be 
the same knowing that there was 
such hateful and impure energies 
going on there. It can’t be a place of 
prayer anymore. Those energies and 
someone’s feelings were there and 
it’s not the same.”

Chenault also pointed out that not 
only was the women’s lodge target-
ed exclusively but the lodge them-
selves represent the womb and it is 
an attack on the female holy powers 
that are apart of traditional ways.

Representatives from NAC and 
those who are involved in the cam-
pus sweat lodge ceremonies were 
not available for comment at press 
time. Anyone who may have infor-
mation about the incident is encour-
aged to contact the President’s office 
or the Lawrence Police Department.

Native American Journalists Association

Some Haskell Students Have Struggles With Alcohol
Haskell has recently seen a rise in alcohol related violence. This circle of violence must come to an end.

by Hallie Long

Over the past couple of semesters I 
have noticed something that really 
bothers me. We as Native people 
are starting to fight each other a lot 
more whether it is on or off cam-
pus. It needs to come to an end. We 
should be working together and ac-
complishing great things instead of 
fighting or tearing each other down. 
Many times when we fight each 
other we think that we are only hurt-
ing the person that we are fighting, 

but in all actuality you are hurting 
all Native people at Haskell. You 
are feeding into the stereotype that 
people already have about us.

We all came to school here to ac-
complish one goal and that is to 
further our education. This way, 
we will be able to go back home 
and help the people in our com-
munity by putting our degrees to 
work. We simply cannot do this 
if the fighting and tearing each 
other down continues. I have seen 

so many people go home over the 
past couple of semesters because 
they were not happy here, home-
sick, or fighting with a friend and 
just wanted to go home. If you see 
someone on campus who looks 
like they are struggling with any of 
these things you should try and lift 
them up. Say “hi” to someone new, 
hold a door open for someone, or 
invite an old friend to go some-
where with you.

(Continued on Page 6)



Haskell Cultural Night is a pleas-
ant experience for the mind, the 
spirit, and the pallet! To ask a 
Haskell Student, “Why Haskell?” 
is like asking a bird, “Why the 
sky?” We all chose Haskell 
because it is in our nature. Our 
many cultures come together in 
one place to create a big family. 
We coincide in a harmony that 
would make our ancestors proud. 
The greatest treasure that we 
have within one another is what 
we can learn from each other.

Tecumseh gym was filled with 
young Native American talent! 
Vivian Pomeroy began with 
an elegant, traditional Alaskan 
dance. The way in which she 
moves while dancing makes 
it appear that she floats on the 
air, lifted by the singing of her 
people. “Dancing keeps me con-
nected with my elders and my 
culture,” she said. “It also tells 
our stories and how we lived.” 
Vivian and Tlingit dancer, Grace 
Denning agreed, “It was nice to 
show a little side of Alaska!”

Manny King brought a Cherokee 
blowgun for the students to try. It 
was apparent that Manny practic-
es in his backyard, but as for the 
students, we were lucky to hit 
the target! After Miss Haskell, 
Alista Thorne, dazzled us with a 

special song in her 
native language, 
she impressed us 
with her blow dart 
talent!

Brothers Calvin 
and Eric Smith 
are Renaissance 
men. In addition 
to dancing, drum-
ming, and singing, 
they also played 
mesmerizing melo-
dies on the flute. 
Calvin appreciated 
the students who 
came out to Round 
Dance, “I definite-
ly feel the positive 
energy when the 
crowd is dancing, and I just go 
with the flow!” When asked his 
favorite song to play on the flute, 
Eric responded, “Usually I don’t 
pick a song, I just play from my 
heart.”

Haskell was blessed with dancers 
of all types and talents at Cultur-
al Night including fancy dance, 
fancy shawl, straight dance, 
Northern traditional, and jingle 
dress. The most inspiring thing 
to be taken from the dancers was 
a lesson to be learned from Shay 
Crowfeather and Felicia Miner. 
Like Shay, many pow-wow 

dancers have been dancing for 
as long as they can remember. 
Miner’s experience in dancing 
consisted of an entire hour! “It is 
never too late to start dancing!” 
beamed Shay.

No matter where you come from, 
there was a new and interesting 
dish at Cultural Night. Jan Begay 
and Joel Hernandez brought a 
key factor--fry bread. Jeri John-
son’s Bullets (New Year’s Day 
Soup) is traditionally served 
with Bangs (fry bread). Thanks 

to Danelle 
McKinney, 
Josephine 
Monteaux, 
and Marlene 
Chato we 
had a wide 
variety of 
hearty, south-
ern soups 
to sample 
– posole or 
“hominy” 
(dried-
maize), 
tanchi labona 
(pork corn), 
and waskuya 
(beef corn).

Josh Mihe-
suah shared   

scrumptious deer sausage which 
was devoured quickly. Rhonda 
Tree-Mangan brought green chili 
enchilada sauce chili beans. Our 
friends from the Northeast were 
pleased to have Robert Tucker’s 
real wild rice. Everyone “oohed” 
and “aahed” as the dessert ar-
rived. Cai Luna brought Navajo 
Sumac Berry Pudding and Bobbi 
Frederick brought the popular 
Wojapi, a warm huckleberry pud-
ding. Manny King brought cow’s 
tongue for the brave. Those who 
felt experimental were delight-
fully surprised by the taste!

Alaska was well-represented 
with recipes brought from afar. 
Shannon Hawkins shared hali-
but and Vivian Pomeroy shared 
King Salmon. Vivian also made 
Akutaq, Alaskan ice cream. Ken-
ny St. Pierre and Alta Malchoff 
donated smoked red salmon, 
pink salmon eggs, and seaweed 
that was gathered the same way 
that it has been for years; hand-
picked or caught on rod and reel.

When we dumped what little 
leftovers were left in the crock-
pots, we prayed to the east. 
I thanked the Creator for the 
blessing to be at Haskell and the 
many opportunities it provides to 
experience other cultures.
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Cultural Night Dance and Feast was “Good Medicine” for Students
 by Shaunna Gullikson

Calvin and Eric Smith practice their musical skills as Miss Haskell Alista Thorne looks on. 
Photo by Dustin Underwood.

Manny King serves cow tongue to students brave enough to indulge. Photo by Dustin Underwood.



This story was told to me 
before and my father was 
told to write it down. I 
have decided to share this 
story with everyone at 
Haskell. This is the story 
I was told and here is how 
we view the creation of 
our Mother Earth.

Long ago, in the world 
before this one, the 
people did not know how 
to respect one another or 
themselves and they lived 
in anger and violence. 

Tunkansila Wankan Tankan (Grandfa-
ther Great Spirit) was not pleased with 
them and the world they created.

He said to himself "I will make a new 
world." He took his Sacred pipe bag 
and he took out the Canunpa (Sacred 
pipe) that he put on the pipe rack made 
of three sticks. He took four dry buffalo 
chips and placed three of them under 
the three sticks and the fourth he used 
to light the tobacco in the bowl of the 
Sacred pipe.

Tunkansila said "I will sing three songs 
which will bring a heavy rain. Then I'll 
sing a fourth song and stomp four times 
on the earth." When he sang the first 
song, it started to rain. When he sang 
the second, it poured. When he sang 
the third, the rain swollen rivers over-
flowed their banks. But when he sang 
the fourth song and stomped on the 
earth it shook like a great earthquake, it 
split open in many places like shattered 
flint, and water flowed out from the 
cracks until it covered everything. And 
so a great flood covered all the land and 
drowned all life that lived upon it.

Tunkansila floated on the water, drift-
ing on his now huge pipe bag, with his 
sacred pipe still leaning on the pipe 
rack. He let himself drift, carried by the 
waves and wind, for a long time. At last 
the rain stopped, only the spotted eagle 
had survived flying high above. She 
had no place to rest her wings and was 
getting very tired. Three times the eagle 
asked Tunkansila for a place to rest and 

on the fourth time Tunkansila thought, 
"It’s time to unwrap and open the pipe 
bag"

The pipe bag contained all kinds of 
animals and birds from which he chose 
four animals that were known for their 
ability to stay under water for a long 
time. He sang a sacred song and took 
the Loon out of the bag. He told the 
loon to dive and bring up a lump of 
mud. The Loon did as he was told. He 
flew very high, turned, and dove into 
the great body of water. He stayed un-
der for a long period of time but when 
he returned to the surface he had no 
mud. "I did as you had asked of me and 
swam as deep as I could but the bot-
tom is too deep! I almost didn't make it 
back!," said the Loon.

Tunkansila sang a second song, reached 
into his pipe bag, and took out the Otter. 
He told the Otter to dive as the Loon 
and bring up some mud. The sleek 
Otter then dove into the water using its 
strong webbed feet to swim deeper and 
deeper to the bottom. It was submerged 
for a very long time but when the Otter 
surfaced he had no mud. "Tunkansila, 
it's too deep!" said the Otter.

Tunkansila then sang a third song and 
pulled the Beaver out of his pipe bag. 
He told him to do as the Loon and Otter 
did and bring up some mud from the 
bottom. The Beaver jumped into the 
great body of water, using his great flat 
tail to propel him as he swam as deep as 
he could toward the bottom. He stayed 
under the water longer then the other 
two but when he finally came to the 
surface he had no mud.

Tunkansila then sang a fourth song 
and pulled out the Turtle from his pipe 
bag. The Turtle represents endurance, 
long life and strength. It is considered 
powerful because it’s heart keeps beat-
ing long after it is dead. "You must 
bring me some mud," said Tunkansila. 
The Turtle crawled off the pipe bag and 
swam a little ways out and slowly he 
submerged into the water.

He stayed under so long that the other 

three said, "The Turtle has drowned! 
He will never come up again." "I 
will wait for him as I have waited for 
you," Tunkansila said. All the while 

the Eagle was still flying overhead.

After an eternity the Turtle broke water 
and slowly paddled to Tunkansila. "I 
made it to the bottom and I got some 
earth," Turtle said. Tunkansila noticed 
that the Turtle was covered in mud, 
even in the space between his shell.

Taking the mud from the Turtle, Tunk-
ansila began to sing four songs while 
he shaped the mud with his hands and 
carefully spread it out on the water to 
make dry land for himself. At the fourth 
song he had enough land for the Eagle 
to land.

Then he took two Eagle fans from his 
pipe bag and waved them over the plot 
of ground he had created and com-
manded it to grow until it covered 
everything. Soon all the water was 
replaced by dry land.

Tunkansila said, "Water without dry 

land is not good, but dry land without 
water is not good also." Feeling pity for 
the land, he wept for the earth and the 
animals he would put on it and his tears 
became oceans, streams and lakes.

From his sacred pipe bag he took out all 
kinds of animals and he scattered them 
about the earth, he then stomped on the 
earth and they all came alive. From the 
soil he formed the shapes of humans, 
just enough to begin a new world and 
he gave them all understanding and 

speech and what tribes they belonged 
to.

Tunkansila said to them, "The first 
world I created was bad, the creatures 
were bad so I burned it up. The second 
world also wasn’t good so I drowned 
them. This is the third world that I 
have created for you and I will create a 
rainbow for your people as a sign that 
it will stop raining and there will be 
no more great floods. Now if you treat 
each other with respect, live in peace 
with each other and the animals, and 
respect this world then all will be well. 
But if you disrespect this world and 
each other I will destroy this world like 
I did the others. It's up to you."

He named this land the “Turtle Island” 
because it was here that the Turtle came 
up from the water with the mud out 
of which the third world was created. 
Later he gave the people the pipe to live 
as brothers and sisters.

"Some day there may be a fourth 
world," Tunkansila said. Then Tunkan-
sila rested.

Our children have begun to mimic the 
way we treat one another. They seek 
understanding of who they are in the 
imagery of mainstream media. If we 
lose our culture, we will lose the iden-
tity that our children need and want. We 
must begin by remaking our own fami-
lies and provide the next generations 
with a world that they can draw pride 
from. When we create a home we create 
an island for our children, a world that 
they can find and draw stability.

Haskell Indian Nations University January 30, 2015Page 4

C
O
R
N
E
R

An artistic view of the Turtle Island, also known as planet Earth. Imaged obtained from 
theknot.com

Storytelling
   The Turtle Island    Retold by Frank J. King III
     By Wanbli Bluebird
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Over the Christmas break, the 
Haskell Men’s Basketball team trav-
eled to Tulsa, to take on NCAA Divi-
sion I opponent out of the Summit 
League, Oral Roberts. For Oral Rob-
erts, it was a regular season game, 
while Haskell took the game as an 
exhibition. The game was played 
at the magnificent Mabee Center in 
front of crowd of over 4,000 people. 
This was not your typical Sunday 
afternoon crowd in Tulsa.

Although Oral Roberts dominated 
on the scoreboard, winning 94-42, 
the attendance was very strong for 
the visiting Haskell Indians. With 
Haskell Indian Nation University’s 
strong alumni based in Oklahoma, 
many Native American came out in 
support of their team.

One of those in attendance was 1971 
Haskell graduate and Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation Chief, George Tiger. 
Tiger said, “Playing in Oklahoma is 
great. When Haskell plays in Okla-
homa, it is well attended.”

Tiger was very proud of Haskell to 
play in the historic Mabee Center. 

He said, “Anytime we play 
in a venue like the Mabee 
Center, it is a win for Indian 
communities.” The game 
was also a great treat for the 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation, 
as they sponsor Oral Roberts 
Athletics, as well as support 
Haskell Indian Nations Uni-
versity. At halftime, a native 
traditional dance was put on 
by the Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation.

Other alumni in attendance 
included Terry and Molly 
Whitetree. The Whitetrees 
are regular supporters of 
Haskell Athletics and at-
tended the basketball game 
against Oral Roberts, as well 
as the 2013 Men’s Basketball 
matchup versus the University of 
Tulsa. Molly Whitetree said, “I love 
to support Haskell and see them 
play. My husband (Terry Whitetree) 
and I met at Haskell, and graduated 
there in 1968.”

Former Haskell Boxing and Base-
ball Coach, Rob Daugherty was in 

attendance. Daugh-
erty is currently a 
resident of Bris-
tow, Oklahoma. 
Daugherty takes 
the time to recruit 
high school kids to 
Haskell and brought 
high school kids to 
games. Daugherty 
was very proud of 
how far the athlet-
ics program has 
come. He said, 
“Back in my day, 
we did well to play 
Baker University. 
Now we are playing 
NCAA Division I 
schools. This gives 
us alumni the chance to 
see our old team. It is a 
win-win situation, even 
though the score did not 
indicate it.”

After the game, Oral Roberts 
Head Coach Scott Sutton was very 
pleased, not only with the win, but 

the attendance. Sutton went on to 
say, “The Haskell alumni and the 
Native American community came 
out and supported. We will defi-
nitely look into playing them again 
in the future.”

Haskell Fans and Alumni Represent at Oral Roberts in Tulsa
by Tyler Jones

Haskell Alumni Terry and Molly Whitetree (Photo via Tyler Jones)

Haskell Alum and Muscogee (Creek) Chief George 
Tiger in Attendance at Haskell vs ORU in Tulsa 

(Photo via Tyler Jones)

Former Haskell Athletics Coach, Rob Daugherty in attendance (Photo via 
Tyler Jones)

10. Buy something that is an investment
9. Save it for a spring break trip
8. Guys, don’t get a girlfriend
7. Don’t let your friends know you got any pell money
6. Put it all in a savings account

5. Make a weekly budget that will allow you to save more
4. Don’t buy drugs
3. Don’t party it all away
2. Buy a car
1. Don’t eat out so much (Curtis isn’t that bad)

Top 10 Ways to Spend Your Pell Money Wisely
by Raquel Butler



TULSA, OK- For the first time ever, 
Oral Roberts welcomed NAIA school 
Haskell Indian Nation University to 
the Mabee Center on Sunday. This 
was a unique experience for both 
teams, as the Native American com-
munity of Oklahoma would show up 
to support. The attendance of 3,184 
was not your average numbers for a 
Sunday afternoon in December at the 
Mabee Center.

Haskell Indian Nations University 
made a visit to Tulsa on Sunday to 
take on NCAA Division One oppo-
nent out of the Summit League, the 
Oral Roberts Golden Eagles. Haskell 
would need to expect a miracle to 
contend with the heavily-favored 
Golden Eagles at the magnificence 
Mabee Center.

Sunday’s contest would be the last 
regular season home conference game 
for Oral Roberts before they open up 
their conference home-opener against 
IUPUI. For Haskell, the game would 
count as an exhibition. Oral Roberts 
entered Sunday with a 4-7 record in 
NCAA Division One, while Haskell 
came into Tulsa with a 1-12 in NAIA 
Division Two play.

The game was a homecoming for 
many Haskell people, as alums from 
the school gathered to see their team. 
Haskell alums Terry and Molly 
Whitetree made the trip to the Ma-
bee Center and said, “We tried to see 
Haskell every chance we get. We saw 

them play football at Okla-
homa Baptist in Shawnee 
this year and the basketball 
game at Tulsa last year.”

Also, it was a homecom-
ing for some Haskell 
players including Guard 
Stand Lovato, Forward 
Randy July and Forward 
Tsalidi Sequoyah. Lovato 
and July both come from 
Green Country, as July is 
a Tulsa native, while Lo-
vato hails from Sapulpa. 
Sequoyah was also mak-
ing a return to Northeast 
Oklahoma, as he spent 
time at Northeastern State 
in Tahlequah, Oklahoma, 

before transferring to 
Haskell.

In the first half, Oral Roberts came 
out firing with a 15-2 run with 
15:32 remaining in the 1st. ORU 
Guard Obi Emegano scored eight 
points in the opening five minutes 
14 points by halftime. Coach Scott 
Sutton emphasized a mass substitu-
tion scheme and every player saw 
the floor in the first half.

For Haskell, they generated some 
offense in the first half, scoring 20 
points as a team. Forward Tsalidi 
Sequoyah led Haskell in scoring 
with seven total points at the half. 
Haskell would trail Oral Roberts 
43-20 at halftime.

With 20 minutes remaining, Oral 
Roberts finished what they started. 
Oral Roberts sized outmatched 
Haskell and it showed, as Oral 
Roberts led in rebounding with 58 
rebounds in the game. For Oral 
Roberts, every player not only saw 
the floor, but nine out of ten players 
scored points. Obi Emegano was the 
leading scorer for Oral Roberts with 
22 points, while Korey Billbury 
scored 20 points.

Haskell found ways to score as well. 
Sequoyah and Lovato led Haskell in 
scoring with 12 points in their return 
to the Sooner State. The Indians 
would fall to Oral Roberts by a final 
score of 94-42.

While Oral Roberts outmatched 
Haskell, Coach Scott Sutton still 
believed it to be a good win for his 
team. Sutton said, “These games are 
good. They are good for programs. 
We need games like this to fill-in our 
schedule.” When asked if these two 
teams could possibly meet again, 
Sutton said, “This was not your av-
erage Sunday afternoon crowd. The 
Native American community came 
out and supported Haskell.”

Oral Roberts will hit the road next to 
take on Detroit on Tuesday for their 
final regular season non-conference 
game. Haskell will move on to 
Salina, Kansas to take on Bethany 
College and Kansas Wesleyan in the 
Kansas Wesleyan Classic.
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Oral Roberts Rolls Haskell Men’s Basketball in Tulsa
Oral Roberts Wins Last Regular Season Home Non-Conference Game Before Summit League Opener
by Tyler Jones

ORU defeats Haskell at the Mabee Center in 
Tulsa (Photo via Tyler Jones)  

We need to start showing the Law-
rence community that we are not

only just Natives; we are a school 
who is also a family and will do 
anything for our family.

Remember when you go off cam-
pus, you are a face for Haskell. 
People tend to already have ste-
reotypes about us, so let’s not feed 
into those. Let’s show people that 

stereotypes are a thing of the past 
and they need to go away. Also 
remember that there are other op-
tions on campus and in town to 
relieve stress that do not involve 
alcohol. You can go to Jim Thorpe 
Fitness Center and work out, there 
is the Haskell Boxing Club, go to 
the movies, go bowling, and many 
other options.

Haskell students can enjoy free  

healthcare from the Haskell Indian 

Health Services (IHS) between the 
hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

According to a recent study found 
on www.health.com, if you exhibit 
any of the following 7 signs you 
may be at risk for alcoholism:

• You vow to quit drinking but 
don’t

• You’re chronically late
• Your social life revolves around 

alcohol
• You hold your liquor better than 

in the past
• You end up in risky situations
• Personality changes
• Memory loss while drinking

If you feel like you are exhibiting 
any of these signs call 1-888-249-
7292 or visit www.recovery.org.

Some Haskell Students Have Struggles With Alcohol  (Continued from Page 2)
by Hallie Long



Lawrence Kansas-The weather-
man called for a few days of 
warmth for the Lawrence commu-
nity this past week. The forecast 
showed signs of bright summer 
time sunshine. Randy July took 
note putting up 33 points, 7 re-
bounds and 5 steals to help lead 
the Indians in a scorcher of a win 
over the (12) (11-4, 0-0) College 
of the Ozarks Bobcats. “The new 
guys made a difference for sure. 
We all really tried to step up this 
game. When a ranked opponent 
comes to our house we always try 
to play as hard as we can against 
them,” said July. “Their rank 
didn’t bother us, we weren’t in-
timidated by them. We really feel 
like we can hang with anybody at 
home.”

Haskell (2-14, 0-0) came into the 
contest needing an early win to 
make a conference statement and 
help selvage a less than stellar sea-
son thus far. The game started out 
fast as the Bobcats got off to an 
8 point lead early on the back of 

some clutch three point shooting. 
By the game’s end Ozarks would 
rack up 14 three point buckets 
compared to 6 by Haskell. The In-
dians weathered the storm howev-
er. New comer Duelle Gore at the 
forward position stepped up in the 
first half with some solid mid and 
long range shooting. Gore would 
finish the game with 21 points 
and 1 three point bucket. Haskell 
would cut a 12 point Ozarks lead 
down to 3 as they went into the 
half trailing 47-44.

The second half turned into a slug 
fest as each team traded punches 
well looking for an edge. 7 times 
throughout the contest the score 
was tied. The Bobcats continued 
to rely on the three point shot well 
Haskell cut through a zone de-
fense on route to some easy lay ins 
underneath the hoop. The Indians 
however won the rebound battle 
late as they out boarded the Bob-
cats 31 to 25. Tsalidi Sequoyah 
was an influential part of the 
rebound victory as he pulled down 

14 boards 
and added 
12 points 
to the stat 
sheet, 
racking up 
a double 
double.

The Indi-
ans would 
hold on to 
a 3 point 
lead in the 
final 2 min-
utes which 
they were 
able to ex-
tend to 7 as 
the clock 
ticked 
down to 
zero. 

Final 
Score: 
Bobcats 
87, Indi-
ans 94.
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Haskell ends (12) College of the Ozarks 8 game win streak
The Indians come together to start conference play unbeaten.
by Charlie Perry

Randy July takes the ball to the hoop for a layup. July fin-
ished the game with 33 points, 7 rebounds and 5 steals.

Lawrence Kansas- (3-14, 1-0) 
Haskell was riding high off a vic-
tory the previous evening as they 
played host to (5-7, 1-0) Central 

Baptist Saturday afternoon at 
the Coffin Complex. Both teams 
opened up conference play with 
victories and were looking to 

continue their winning ways. 
The game started off with both 
teams trading buckets under-
neath and applying zone pres-
sure. Tsalidi Sequoyah got go-
ing early in the first half living 
up to his nickname “Tree” as 
he powered into the Mustangs 
under the bucket. Sequoyah 
would end the game with 16 
points, 6 rebounds and 1 steal 
to lead the Indians. Stand Lo-
vato let it fly from long range 
in the first half as well. Lovato 
racked up 12 points on 4 three 
point shots in this contest. 
Turnovers were a bit of a fac-
tor in the first half for Haskell. 

Central Baptist took advantage 
as they went into the locker room 

with a six point lead 36-30.
The second half was much of the 
same as both teams went bucket 
for bucket against each other. 
Randy July caught a spark mid-
way through and ended the game 
with 10 points, 6 rebounds and 1 
steal. Zach Bruns did his best to 
contribute late as well, hitting 2 
three point shots and adding 10 
points to the stat sheet. Haskell 
was able to whittle the Mustangs 
lead down to 3 with just over 2 
minutes remaining but a costly 
turnover on an inbounds pass 
was just enough to put Central 
Baptist’s lead out of reach. 

Final Score: Indians 72, Mus-
tangs 81

By: Charlie Perry

Haskell Dished First Conference Loss by Central Baptist
A solid outing for the Indians not enough to down the Mustangs

Tree turns around for a hook shot against the Mustangs. (Photo provided 
by HaskellAthletics.com ).
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By: Charlie Perry

The Lady Indians Bounce Back to Win Their First Conference Game
Haskell bounces back to pick up their first win in conference play against Central Baptist.

Lawrence Kansas- The Haskell 
Lady Indians (11-4, 0-1) were look-
ing to pick up their first win in Mid-
lands Collegiate Athletic Conference 
(MCAC) play Saturday as the Lady 
Mustangs of Central Baptist (7-7, 
0-1) paid a visit to Coffin Com-
plex. Having lost the previous day 
Haskell was looking to improve on 
the defensive side of the ball while 
keeping turnovers to a minimum 
on the offensive side. Improve they 
did as they employed a lock down 
full court press throughout the game 
resulting in 32 forced turnovers for 
Central Baptist compared to 17 for 
the Lady Indians.

Anita Begay, who was quiet in her 
previous game, exploded in this 
contest as she helped Haskell to a 
quick start against the Lady Mus-
tangs. Begay finished the contest 
with 16 points, 4 assists and 3 three 
point shots for the Indians. Another 
player that put the pressure on early 
was Tiana Murphy who led all scor-
ers with 18 points well adding 5 
rebounds and 5 steals to her total. 
The Lady Indians kept the pressure 
on in the first half and took a com-

fortable 12 point lead 
into halftime 32-20.

As the second half 
began, Keli Warrior 
stepped up and made 
her presence known. 
Warrior put up 13 
points for Haskell and 
pulled down 7 rebounds 
while remaining a 
defensive force inside 
for the Lady Indians. 
Haskell continued to 
pull down boards in the 
second half and would 
eventually rack up 47 
rebounds for a +10 
deferential over Central 
Baptist. Tahnee Stands 
continued a solid three-
point percentage in this 
game as she drained 
3 out of 5 from long 
range to help solidify 
the victory. Stands 
ended the game with 
12 points, 3 steals, and 4 
rebounds. 

The Lady Mustangs kept pace with 

Haskell in the second half putting 
up 34 points compared to the Lady 
Indians 39, but in the end Haskell’s 
full court pressure and heart under 

the bucket was too much for Central 
Baptist. 

Final Score Mustangs 54, Indians 71.

Kelli Warrior sinks a free throw. 

Lady Indians Drop Conference Opener Against Bobcats
Turnovers and cold shooting from long range too much for Haskell to overcome.
By: Charlie Perry
Lawrence Kansas-The (20) Col-
lege of the Ozarks Lady Bobcats 
(10-5, 0-0) hit the road to take on 
the Haskell Lady Indians (11-3, 0-0) 
Friday evening in a matchup that 
pitted one of the top teams in the 
nation against an up and comer on a 
roll this season. The game started out 
quick as the Indians kept pace early 
with the Bobcats three-point shoot-
ing. At the 11 minute mark, Haskell 
would take a six point lead which 
would be the Indian’s biggest lead as 
the Bobcats stormed back to take a 
12-point lead into half time 39-27.

As the second half began, Haskell 
started to show signs of life but 
turnovers throughout would keep 
the Ozarks comfortably ahead. The 
Indians had 25 turnovers in the game 

that the Bobcats took advantage 
of with solid three-point shooting. 
Ozarks would end the contest going 
9 of 21 from long range. Haskell, on 
the other hand, went 7 of 23 from 
downtown failing to gain an advan-
tage from deep.

A few controversial charging calls 
were called on the Indians as well 
when they attempted to make a 
comeback late in the game. Haskell, 
at one point, late cut a 15-point 
Bobcat lead to 7 before being called 
for charging on back to back posses-
sions. Head coach, Shane Flanagan 
stuck by his girls as he made his case 
to the referees. He was given a tech-
nical foul warning for his troubles.

A few players stood out for Haskell 

in the loss how-
ever. Jenine 
Coriz put up 17 
points as well as 
2 three-pointers 
from deep to go 
with 6 assists and 
3 rebounds. Kelli 
Warrior had a 
solid game add-
ing 9 points and 
4 rebounds to 
Haskell’s total. 
Jennah Wlliams 
finished with 8 
points and 6 re-
bounds. 

Final Score Bob-
cats 68, Indians 
57. Arnetia Begay drives through the Bobcats defense. 
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By: Charlie Perry

Baylor Quarterback Bryce Petty Proud Chickasaw
Bryce Petty has overcome adversity and uncertainty becoming one of college football’s shinning stars.

The Chickasaw Nation is built 
on the foundation of respect and 
advancement of its people. As 
the tribe flourishes in the heart of 
Oklahoma, one of their own con-
tinues to flourish on the football 
field.

“I count it as an honor to have 
Chickasaw blood flowing through 
my veins along with the history 
of a resilient and unconquerable 
people,” said Bryce Petty, quar-
terback for the Baylor Bears, in 
a recent interview with Chicak-
sawTV.com.

Petty rounded out his career for 
Baylor with a trip to the 79th An-
nual Goodyear Cotton Bowl in 
Arlington, Texas. There he be-
came the first Native American in 
the bowl’s history to receive the 
Sanford Trophy as the “Outstand-
ing Offensive Player.” Petty also 
became the all-time leading passer 
in Cotton Bowl history, airing it 
out for 551 yards. Petty helped 
lead Baylor to an 11-2 record 
in 2014, barely missing college 
football’s first “final four” play-
off at the Sugar Bowl this year. 
Petty proved he could stand up to 
the completion as he was voted 
a Maxwell finalist and Heisman 
Trophy candidate. It’s a bit surreal 
that Petty would return to Arling-
ton for the Cotton Bowl. Grow-

ing up in the Fort Worth area he 
originally committed to Tennessee 
but would ultimately land as a red 
shirt freshman for Baylor.

Petty waited patiently for three 
years as Robert Griffin III and 
Nick Florance went before him 
at quarterback. Ready to compete 
Petty was left at a low point in his 
college career. “I think the low-
est point was when I thought that 
I guess with Nick 
Florance, as great a 
guy as he is, great-
est competitor a 
he is, you know, 
I really thought 
that I would get an 
opportunity or a 
chance to compete. 
I thought that was 
great. And so, when 
I was getting two 
reps in practice and 
not really have a 
chance that was my 
low point.”

However, Petty 
has taken full 
advantage of his 
time as the start-
ing quarterback for 
Baylor. The Bears 
have went 22-4 and 
secured two Big 12 titles since 
he became the starter in 2013. 

“That’s the great-
est part about it. 
That’s really what 
life is all about, is 
looking back. Petty 
said, you can’t tell 
yourself where 
you’re at if you 
don’t know where 
you’ve been. So 
for me it’s been an 
outstanding jour-
ney, one that I will 
cherish and, hope-
fully, tell my kids 
and my grandkids 
about. It really sets 
you up with things 

that have to come in life, the 
future. When you’ve been down 
before, you know you got out of 
it. And for me, especially my faith 
and the fact that you know God’s 
plan is 10 times better.”

Baylor head coach, Art Briles has 
seen a progression in Petty and 
admires his character on and on 
the field. “First of all, he is a tre-

mendous person in his character 
and leadership and everything you 
need at that position to be great. 
Bryce has certainly been as great 
an ambassador for Baylor as pos-
sibly we’ve had. He’s great on the 
field, He’s great off the field. He 
is a great student of the game, and 
he’s a guy that will fight for wins. 
He will compete his tail off.”

Sophomore receiver, Cory Cole-
man described Petty as, “a really 
good dude, a good people person” 
Many of Petty’s teammates agree 
that he is the hardest working 
player for the Bears.”

When asked to sum up his experi-
ence as a Baylor Bear Petty com-
mented, “The coolest part about 
what Baylor has done for me is as 
much off the filled as on the field. 
I’ve been through several challeng-
es. So it’s a unique and very appre-
ciative feeling that I have towards 
Baylor. It’s been a blessing to be 
here and couldn’t think of a better 
way to finish it out.”

Bryce Petty celebrate with teammate Clay Fuller after being 
award Baylor's 2nd consecutive Big 12 Championship. (Photo by 
yahoosports.com).

Bryce Petty embraces friend and Michigan State quarterback Conner Cook at the Cotton Bowl. 
Photo by timesunion.com
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By: Colton Butler

Bradley Nash Uses Sports To Make Positive Impact
Bradley Nash excels in sports for The New Mexico State Aggies. She’s also an inspiration for her tribe.

KANSAS CITY – Bradley Nash comes 
from a family with a strong athletic 
background so it’s no surprise to see 
her succeed on and off the court as a 
two-sport athlete because of her up-
bringing.

Nash grew up on the Navajo Reserva-
tion in Kayenta, Arizona where she at-
tended Monument Valley High School. 
She has had the unique opportunity to 
play in front of thousands of people 
including her peers from high school 
who still come and watch her play for 
New Mexico State University.

“Any time Bradley is in the Kansas 
City area, I come and support her 
because we are from the same reserva-

tion,” commented former classmate 
Jaron James.

Bradley is an outside hitter on the 
NMSU Women’s Volleyball team and 
a forward for the Women’s Basketball 
team.

Both her parents were coaches and 
have coached her along her journey 
with her mother teaching her volleyball 
and her father teaching her basketball. 
Her parents always encouraged her 
with the philosophy of having a “you 
can do it” mentality of seeing the pos-
sibility and emphasized for her to not 
be afraid of achieving her dreams.

Nash encourages her fellow Native 

brothers and sisters to understand the 
opportunity that is out there for them 
as a student athlete stating, “There’s 
always somewhere to play and schools 
that are willing to give you (scholar-
ship) money to play. It’s about putting 
yourself out there and realizing that 
people are not going to come to you. 
You have to go out and get it and you 
can do it, so why not do it? Go for it 
and don’t be afraid to go!”

Not only is Nash successful in both of 
her sports, she also excels academically 
in the classroom as a biochemistry ma-
jor and advises student athletes to “get 
to know your teachers really well and 
just stay in contact with them through-
out the season.”

Head coach of the New Mexico State 
Aggies, Mark Trakh, said about his 
player, “Bradley is one of our hardest 
working athletes and is an energizer. 
Bradley lights up the room with her 
big smile and infuses the room with 
oxygen. She’s such a giving person 
and everyone on the team absolutely 
loves her and she’s a great influence for 
everybody from the kids to the elders 
in the community of Las Cruces, New 
Mexico.”

Bradley and fellow Native American 
teammate Abby Scott (Warm Springs 
Tribe) have both enriched Coach 
Trakh’s life and represent their families 
and tribes well.

By: Charlie Perry

Abby Scott (Warm Springs) Moves into Top 10 in New Mexico State Basketball 
History in Three Point Shooting
Scott hopes to inspire Native American youth to be the catalysts for change in our communities.

The Warm Springs tribal commu-
nity stretches from the majestic snow 
capped summit of the Cascade Moun-
tains to the palisade cliffs of the De-
schutes River in Central Oregon. For 
hundreds of years the tribes have nur-
tured the never ending and entangled 
roots that give the landscape its vibrant 
and rich life force. Beautiful glisten-
ing, silver salmon leap high into clear 
blues skies and descend back into the 
crystal clear ripples of crisp streams. 
Delicious blue and red Huckleber-
ries provide a fruitful background to a 
confederation of three tribes that share 
a rich heritage and history.

Much like a salmon, Abby Scott has 
leaped high into the air on her journey 
to higher education. She landed in 
New Mexico where her skills on the 
basketball court have recently made 
her one of the top ten three-point 
shooters in New Mexico State history. 
Scott had to invest a great deal of time 
to achieve success, “I never would 
have imagined that I would be in this 
position. I’ve put in countless hours 
and it’s all about repetition. I take 500 
shots a day, it’s a constant, and I’m 
always in the gym.”

Scott is in her third year with the New 
Mexico State Aggies. She decided to 
take a chance on the Aggies after a 
discussion with her former Amateur 
Athletic Union (AAU) coach Aarika 
Hughes who also made a leap of faith 
of her own, moving from Portland Or-
egon to take on her first college coach-
ing position with the Aggies. “She 
was my AAU coach before college my 
junior year she was hired by Coach 
Mark Trakh. He called her and said 
‘I know you’re interested in coaching 
you should come down here; we have 
a job for you.’ He brought her in and I 
tagged along.”

Since “tagging along” Scott has scored 
618 points for the Aggies and knocked 
down 120 three-point shots putting 
her in tenth place all time for New 
Mexico from long-range. Aggie head 
coach Mark Trakh has learned a great 
deal from Scott as well. “I have a very 
close relationship with her, she’s like 
my daughter. Development wise she 
works very hard taking at least 300 
shots a day. She’s 6’2 she can move 
and handle the ball she’s very versa-
tile. I’m very excited for her. I’m very 
interested in her culture and where 
she’s from. We really talk a lot she 

educates me on a number 
of things.”

Coach Trakh went on to 
discuss his new found 
knowledge on Native 
American issues such as 
the Washington football 
team’s controversial name 
and past Native American 
genocide within the United 
States.

Although Scott is a gifted 
basketball player her true 
passion is helping young 
people. She plans to major 
in criminal justice and 
hopes to make an impact 
with her tribe back home. 
“I’m majoring in criminal 
justice and I want to minor 
in child psychology so I 
can help under privileged 
youth on my reservation.” 
Scott had a piece of advice 
for Native American 
youth that she said helps 
motivate her, “You can do 
anything you want. Just because you 
see something every day; your aunties, 
uncles, moms, and dads, they might do 

something but that doesn’t mean you 
have to. You can break the cycle and 
be the change. That’s what I believe.”

Abby Scott stands focused and ready to finish out the game. 
Photo by Brent Cahwee.
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There Are Plenty of Places on Campus to Support Students
For a lot of returning students, finding something to do on campus isn’t really much of a problem, 
but it might be if you’re new to Haskell.
 by Obadiah Eastman

Campus activities can range from a 
multitude of things usually depending 
on what you’re interested in as an indi-
vidual, but here are a few suggestions 
if you didn’t already know about them:
• Tecumseh Hall
• Jim Thorpe Fitness Center
• Stidham Union
• The Library

Tecumseh Hall is open Monday-Friday 
12:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m. and on week-
days from 1:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m and 
students can find the Student Activities 
office on campus here as well. Rex 
Cully, Student Activities Department, 
said there are many activities planned 
for this semester.

“There is a lot of upcoming events for 
returning and new students to partici-
pate in like flag football, volleyball 
season starts soon, a Super bowl watch 
party, free movie tickets, and much 
more.” said Cully.

Students can keep up with activities 
that are coming up soon by check-
ing the Student Activities Facebook 
page or following them on Twitter. 
The department has also updated their 
schedule on the Haskell master calen-

dar which can be found on the Haskell 
home page.

Usually, sign-ups for these events can 
be found at Tecumseh for the sports 
and movie tickets, but for events like 
the Super bowl watch party and bingo 
don’t require advanced sign up and the 
doors are open to everyone.

Tecumseh Hall also serves as an open 
gym, so if you’re into sports and want 
to play some basketball you’ll have a 
place to go.

Jim Thorpe is the Haskell fitness center 
on-campus that is open to everyone. 
Thorpe is open Monday-Friday 7:00 
a.m. - 9:00 p.m. and from 1:00 p.m.– 
5:00 p.m. on weekends. Jim Thorpe 
student worker, Ian Stand, had this to 
share, “Thorpe is a great place to work 
out. It has a comfortable environment, 
the students and community members 
of Lawrence are very supportive, and 
the staff are more than willing to an-
swer any questions you may have”.

Thorpe has a variety of equipment to fit 
your needs. Anything and everything 
from running on a treadmill to lifting 
weights can be used. So, if your New 

Year’s resolution was to get in shape, 
you now know a place for you to ac-
complish that goal, and it isn’t Curtis 
Hall.

Stidham Union is located next to the 
library and across from the cultural 
center on campus. It’s opened Monday-
Friday at 8:00a.m - 5:00p.m and it is 
never open on weekends. Here you can 
find Purple Threads, the campus shop 
for Haskell gear, and the Grill House. 
Food is available at the Grill House 
and while you wait you can pass the 
time by playing a game of pool with 
friends. The Grill House is usually 
open Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m- 
4:30 p.m. If you want to show some 
Haskell spirit you can go to Purple 
Threads and pick up a Haskell T-shirt, 
sweater, jacket, key chain, sweatpants, 
and more. Purple Threads is opened 
Monday-Friday from 10:00 a.m -5:00 
p.m. Stidham Union is the perfect place 
to relax during the day and between 
classes.

The Library is open Monday-Thursday 
from 8:00 a.m. -8:00 p.m., on Fridays 
8:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m., and is closed on 
Saturday but open on Sunday from 
12:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. It can be found 

on campus next to Stidham Union. The 
library is the ideal place to be if you 
want some peace and quiet to study or 
read. The library comes equipped with 
a computer lab in the back that you 
can use to do research for assignments 
or any other online homework you 
need to do. But if studying is not what 
you need to do, the library also has a 
pretty good selection of movies that 
you can rent and watch. Another thing 
the library has is a random chessboard 
near the entrance. So if playing chess is 
what you like to do to pass time, then 
you could go there for a couple of good 
games. Overall, the library is a good 
place to bring your favorite book and 
just relax.

These are a few of the places you could 
go check out if you’re new to campus 
and are looking for something to do 
with your free time. Maybe joining 
some of the clubs on campus and get-
ting involved in campus life is what 
you’d like to do or maybe simply going 
to visit other dorms to meet new people 
is more enjoyable for you. Either way 
if you’re a new, transfer, or returning 
student, there are many things to do on 
campus if you know where to look.

“I am a current student at Haskell In-
dian Nations University striving for 
a better life for my son and my fam-
ily,” said Haskell junior, Dominic 
Goseyum. “I want to create a foun-
dation that will give my son the best 
chance at having an amazing life. 
Federal assistance has helped me pay 
for school and other expenses that 
pertain to my son’s needs. Obama’s 
speech was uplifting and motivating. 
His words had that theme that every 
dream is reachable. Everyone has 
hardships but through these oppor-
tunities Obama has made the unreal-
istic, possible. When the people are 
weak, Obama has lent them a hand 
to help when they are down.”

Miss Haskell, Alista Thorne, was 
also moved by President Obama’s 
remarks on assisting developing 
families. “I was honored to attend 

but at the same time I am humbled 
because although I do not have any 
children nor do I have the stress of 
paying student loans or having debt, 
I have very close friends and fam-
ily who have had to forfeit a higher 
education. The reasons for this vary 
from high cost daycare to providing 
a home and food. To hear the Presi-
dent say this change is here makes 
me think of those who made it with-
out this change, remembering that 
every positive change should not be 
taken lightly.”

Thorne went on to show here ap-
preciation for an opportunity to 
represent the Haskell, “I would like 
to thank Dean Falleaf for giving me 
this opportunity as well as Chancel-
lor Bernadette for inviting Haskell 
students to participate and be a part 
of this historical event. Onward 

Haskell!”

President Obama also spoke on the 
issue of raising the national mini-
mum wage, “Congress still needs 
to raise the minimum wage. If there 
are members of Congress who really 
believe that they can work full-time 
and support a family on less than 
$15,000 a year, they should try 

President Obama plans to expand 
a Federal Child Care and Develop-
ment Fund by adding over 80 billion 
dollars in the next 10 years. The 
New York Times reports that the 
plan would provide grants to devel-
oping families to help with childcare 
expenses. President Obama also pro-
posed raising the maximum child-
care tax credit up to $3,000.00 for 
young children under the age of 3. 
The revenue for the program would 

be generated by a tax increase on 
the wealthy. Obama added, “I don’t 
want any family to have to choose 
between working and sacrificing 
their child’s well being. I don’t want 
anybody to be daycare poor.”

Haskell would profit from the 
President’s proposed plan by secur-
ing a portion of the funding to help 
maintain The Little Nations Daycare 
Center. Little Nations opened its 
doors in 2005 to serve the children 
of Haskell students. The program 
currently serves up to twenty-five 
children ages six weeks to five years 
old with the focus of a comprehen-
sive educational environment.

it. And if not, they should vote to 
give millions of hardworking people 
across America the raise that they 
deserve.”

12 Students Chosen to Represent Haskell  (Continued from Page 1)
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Haskell Displays Wall of Success
by Lori Hasselman

Students who need some aca-
demic inspiration can now get 
their motivation from a simple 
walk down a hallway. Replac-
ing the Rinehart photos on the 
wall that leads to the post office 
in Navarre Hall are the pictures 
and success stories of Haskell 
Alumni.

According to Steve Prue, Execu-
tive Assistant to the President, 
the idea came from President 
Chenault.

“Dr. Chenault wanted students 
to see the accomplishments of 
people who are just like them, 
who have been where they are 
now so students could say to 
themselves, ‘if they can do it, so 
can I.’” said Prue.

Putting Dr. Chenault’s idea into 
motion was Manny King and 
Amy Deer who began contact-
ing Alumni. King says “Alumni” 
covers a broad spectrum for 
Haskell since our university has 
gone through so many different 

stages in its history: high 
school, junior college, and 
university. After some fine 
tuning of the project, King 
began contacting people.

“I started off sending out 
messages to Alumni let-
ting them know I wanted 
to nominate them for the 
Haskell Wall of Success 
that would be featuring 
successful Alumni who are 
working with their tribes, in 
education, or representing 
native people, youth, etc., 
throughout the country,” 
said King.

Along with the message, 
a bio form was included 
to be filled out and a pic-
ture was also requested. King 
personalized each message and 
made sure the Alumni knew 
how proud Haskell is of all their 
accomplishments and for rep-
resenting Haskell in a positive 
way.

Deer was also 
involved in 
contacting 
Alumni and 
coordinated the 
logistics of dis-
playing the in-
formation once 
it was received. 
King followed 
up with Alumni 
with pictures 
of their infor-
mation on the 
Haskell Wall of 
Success.

“You wouldn’t 
believe how 
many people 
who responded 
were just over-
whelmed. It is 
a huge honor 
for them. It re-
ally means a lot 
to them,” said 
King.

Melinda Adams-Crow, Haskell 
Environmental Science faculty, 
is one of the Alumni featured on 
the Haskell Wall of Success.

“Now that Dr. Chenault is in this 
position to make some changes, 
I love her vision and the breath 
of fresh air that she’s bringing 
and emphasizing what Haskell 
stands for. We are resilient; 130 
years of resilience and now 
we’re succeeding and it needs to 
be said and heard to our gradu-
ating students but even more 
so to our younger students who 
may or may not understand the 
breadth of what they can do,” 
said Adams-Crow.

Since graduating from Haskell 
with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Environmental Sci-
ence, Adams-Crow went on to 
become the first tribal college 
graduate to receive a Master 
of Science degree from Purdue 
University. In addition to teach-
ing at Haskell, she is a mentor/
instructor for the Haskell En-
vironmental Research Studies 
(HERS) Institute summer re-
search program and also spends 
her time outside the classroom 
mentoring Haskell students by 
guiding them through the path to 
graduate school. She has helped 
many students through her con-

nection with Purdue University 
and very proudly reports that 
now four Haskell students have 
graduated with Master Degrees 
from Purdue.

Being asked to submit her infor-
mation for the Wall of Success 
was an honor for Adams-Crow.

“I was very surprised. I guess 
because I know the things that 
I’ve done and the transitions 
that I’ve made at Haskell and 
beyond, but to have somebody 
recognize it that’s a colleague of 
mine and really break it down to 
me that ‘you are successful and 
what you are doing is unique and 
special,’ I was really honored 
and very humbled,” said Adams-
Crow. “I do think it’s important 
to have all of our success stories 
on the wall and for me in par-
ticular, I wouldn’t have success 
without coming to Haskell.”

King says some aspects of the 
display are still in the planning 
stages with regard to rotating 
nominated alumni onto a place 
on the wall in the future. Anyone 
can suggest alumni for nomi-
nation by contacting King in 
the Student Success Center in       
Sequoyah Hall.

Students stop to take in alumni success.

Haskell Alumni success stories are displayed in Navarre Hall.


