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The Haskell Fighting Indians 
are off to their best start in 
NAIA play ever and are hun-
gry for more.

Just under a month ago the 
Haskell women’s basketball 
team laced up their shoes to 
take on the Bethany Swedes In 
their first game of the year on 
the road. Since then the Indi-
ans have went 9-1 against the 
field, won the Tera Patterson 
Classic tournament and con-
quered two powerhouse teams 
in their own gyms taking down 
the National Association of In-
tercollegiate Athletes (NAIA) 
Division II (13) Southwest-
ern and Division I (10) Baker. 
Haskell has made history with 
their best start to the season 
ever.

Senior standout Jenine Coriz 
has been at the forefront of the 
Indians progression averaging 
15.8 points, 4 steals, 4 assists 
and 3.7 rebounds per game. A 
multipurpose player, Coriz was 
also voted the Most Valuable 
Player of the Tera Patterson 
Classic leading Haskell with 
20 points per game. Coriz cur-
rently ranks 1st in t he NAIA 
Division II in total steals  (40) 
and 6th in steals per game (4).

Haskell has played very ef-
fectively on the road despite a 
grueling seven game road trip. 
The Indian’s went 6-1 with an 
average margin of victory of 
16.14 points. Haskell’s only 
loss came against Kansas Wes-
leyan 75-71 in a close contest. 
At home the Indians remains 
a perfect 3-0 with an average 
margin of victory of 13 points 
per game. Haskell currently 
ranks in the NAIA Division 

II top 25 in seven categories 
including total scoring offense 
(12) and field goal percentage 
(25). 

The women’s top 25 rankings 
are listed below.

Number 6 in Division II in 
Total Steals (133)

Number 9 in Division II in 
3-Pt FG Pct (0.370)

Number 10 in Division II in 
Total 3-Pt FG Made (80)

Number 12 in Division II in 
Total Scoring Offense (755)
Number 13 in Division II in 

Steals per Game (13.300)
Number 13 in Division II in 

Total Assists (154)
Number 15 in Division II 

in 3-Pt FG Made per Game 
(8.000)

Number 25 in Division II in 
Field Goal Pct (0.444)

Team chemistry has been an 
important factor this year as 9 
players for the Indians are aver-
aging at least 15 minutes of play 
per game. This has been vital to 
Haskell’s high tempo offensive 
and defensive play, helping to 
stop any unnecessary fatigue by 
their starting 5. Players like Kort-
ney Meat and Jennah Williams 
have been highly successful with 
increased play from last year. 

Another factor to the Indians 
success has been the impact of 
newcomers such as Lynnaih 
Curley and Justine Coriz who is 
Jenine Coriz’s younger sister.

Three point shooting has also 
been a major factor for Haskell 
with players like Tiana Murphy 
and Arnetia Begay stepping up 
from behind the arch and mak-
ing a tremendous impact. The 
Indian Leader Newspaper has 
been following Haskell’s pro-
gression very closely and cur-
rently ranks some key impact 

players just under the midway 
point of the season below on 
page 6.
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Letters to the Editor
As a student or member of the Haskell 
community it is our job to ensure you 

are represented to the best of our ability. 
Please send in any concerns, issues or other 
info that you would like to see within The 

Indian Leader.

    All letters received are subject to edit, re-
fusal or publication. By submitting a letter 

you are giving us permission to publish and 
edit. You also acknowledge that you are the 
author and accept all responsibilities. Your 
full name, Haskell email and cell number, 

if you have one, MUST accompany all sub-
missions and are subject to verification.

--Thank You--
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The Fall 2014 commencement was held at the Haskell auditorium Thursday, December 4th with 50-plus students 
walking across the stage to receive their degrees. Note: Graduate list is unofficial pending final semester review for 
fulfilled degree requirements.

Graduating Students Take Haskell Stage
 by Lori Hasselman



 The Student Senate Executive 
Board met with residents of each 
Haskell dorm this week as part of 
the Board’s efforts to develop a 
better culture at Haskell. “Our Call 
to Action: Students Protecting and 
Nurturing Our Haskell Communi-
ty” has been in the works to pro-
vide a peer-to-peer environment 
for students to start discussions 
that will empower them to take 
responsibility for campus safety 
and community growth.

“We are going to the dorms and 
talking to the residents about how 
we are enriching our commu-
nity and how we care about our 
community and we want to stick 
together. Basically, we are here 
as an alliance to help do the right 
thing,” said Dan Tanner, Student 
Senate, Vice President. “We are 
here to let everyone know we care 
about our campus and we are tak-
ing a stand. We want everyone to 
be on the same page and help our 
community grow and thrive.”

Although the Board indicated 
their initiative was planned be-
fore the sexual assault incident 
on campus, Tanner also said the 
board hoped to help the commu-
nity heal and to help get everyone 
back on track.

Student Senate President, Beverly 
Foley opened the meeting at Wi-
nona Hall discussing the impor-
tance of respect among students. 
Foley encouraged students to hold 
each other accountable for any 
incidents they see on campus that 
may be disrespectful to peers.

“We (students) are here on the front 
lines. Everybody here sees and 
knows what is going on. The faculty, 
the staff, they go home at night and 
they don’t really know what’s go-
ing on here on our campus, but we 
do. And when you see something 
going on that is questionable or that 
maybe shouldn’t be going on, we 
ask you to stand up and say, ‘maybe 
we shouldn’t be doing this.’ We just 
want you guys to take care of each 
other because we are a Haskell fam-
ily here,” said Foley.

Foley talked about the Board’s mis-
sion to nurture the Haskell commu-
nity in order to elevate the univer-
sity’s status in Indian Country and 
make the school more attractive to 
potential students.

Addressing safety issues, Foley told 
students how much she cared about 
their safety and her desire for par-
ents and students alike to be assured 
of their safety.

Tanner went over a list of resources 
on campus available to students that 
included the Counseling Center as 
well as the Student Senate Executive 
Board.  He referred to the Student 
Code of Conduct Handbook and en-
couraged students to read it highlight-
ing the official grievance form for 
students who have issues they would 
like to report. Copies of the handbook 
can be obtained from the Student 
Conduct Office in Minoka Hall.

Student Senate Parliamentarian, Viv-
ian Pomeroy reiterated to students 
the availability of Executive Board 
members for help and for confiden-
tial discussion between students.

Winona Dorm Council members 
were in attendance and briefly 
touched on their desire to take an 
active role in campus safety.  The 
Council is proposing a student safe-
ty committee to get students directly 
involved in campus security and is 

working through Student Senate to 
get a committee started. Students 
from any dorm who would like to 
participate may contact Winona 
Dorm Council.

According to Dorm Council Presi-
dent, Justin Bauswell, the Council 
has already discussed their concerns 
about security cameras and the pos-
sibilities of a card security system 
for student entry into dorms.

Miss Haskell, Alista Thorne 
weighed in on campus safety.
“After hearing Danelle McKinney 
give her presentation on Title IX 
stating she always questions herself 
whether Miss Haskell feels safe here 
on campus and being that I am Miss 
Haskell, I try to think in a higher 
sense that if I see something suspi-
cious I want to report it automati-
cally just because of what Danelle 
McKinney said. I’m a person who 
cares about the well-being of other 
students here on campus because 
they are my peers and I care a lot. 
So, I do feel safe on campus,” said 
Thorne.

After each member of the Board 
spoke to students, the meeting 
was open for student discussion. A 
short four question survey was also 
distributed to help address student 
concerns.

The Indian Leader will not publish 
the discussion portion of the dorm 
meetings in order to promote and 
preserve the level of confidentially in 
peer-to-peer meetings unless impor-
tant information arises that may be 
beneficial to all students.
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Student Senate Executive Board Makes Dorm Rounds
 by Lori Hasselman

Student Senate President, Beverly Foley 
talks to residents at Pocahontas Hall.

Students who want to receive 
their final grades at the end of 
the semester  need to ensure 
all outstanding fees are paid to 
avoid an account hold. Students 
who are unsure of their account 
status can go to the Business Of-
fice and check. Having a charge 
of a quarter at the library can 
leave a student account in “hold” 
status and prevent a student from 
getting final grades.

The account address must also be 
updated. Students can take care of this 
by going to the Post Office and filling 
out the green cards that were placed 
in your mailbox or stop by the Regis-
trar’s Office and update your mailing 
address. It’s a good idea for Fall 2014 
graduates who are not returning for 
the Spring sememster to let the Post 
Office know so they know how many 
mail boxes that they will have avail-
able for upcoming freshman.

Grades should be mailed out by 
Monday, December 22nd. This does 
not mean that you will get them on 
this day. Please allow a week or two 
to receive your grades. Students who 
do not receive final grades could 
be due to an account hold or an old 
mailing address.

Students can pre-order an official 
transcript and it will be mailed by 
Monday, December 22nd as well as 

long as you do not have any business 
holds.

If you have any questions please 
contact HINU Office of the Registrar 
registrar@haskell.edu is their email.

Congratulations to everyone here at 
Haskell Indian Nations University, 
for finishing this semester. Keep on 
the education track and finish strong. 
Good luck on your finals.

How To Get Your Final Grade
By: Hallie Long
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Art Teacher “Molds” Her Teaching Style

Instruct, encourage, influence, share, 
guide, and inspire are all descriptive 
words for a teacher. Teachers do so 
much for students, they go beyond 
what they are being paid for. They 
believe in us students and help us 
to stride farther than we intend to or 
have the energy for.

You think once you start a course you 
have to develop the certain skills of 
the course. For instance clay? Mold-
ing the squishy clay between your 
fingers into a pottery is a skill that 
not all art students have. What is a 
teacher to do? Fail him? Clayton Bax-
ter a student participating in ceramics 
has tried molding clay into pots and 
bowls but hasn’t gotten the hang of it.

He has tried his best and fired up at 
least one bowl into the kiln. Mrs. 
Gina Adams didn’t immediately 
turn her back. Adams focused on his 
interest in drawing by giving him a 
different option to go in passing the 
course. She allowed him to make 
tiles and draw his art work onto 
them as an exchange for pottery.

Baxter gave praise for Adams, “I 
love that she let me do that. Mrs. 
Adams was very understanding and 
encouraging. I can’t make pottery 
very well but I love art. I wanted 
to stay in art class but wasn’t good 
enough to pass based on merit. She 
found a way where I could still draw 
on clay tiles I made myself.

I was apprehensive at first 
but she convinced me it 
would be fun. As a stu-
dent who loves art but has 
stopped drawing due to the 
fact that teachers in the past 
have told me I’m no good, 
she really made the experi-
ence a good one.”

Its teachers like Gina Ad-
ams that makes Haskell a 
positive environment for our 
students. We at the Indian 
Leader would like to say, 
“thank you Ms. Adams for 
going above and beyond in 
your service to those who 
comprise your classes.”

Students Pottery On Display

by Joshilyn Pete

I recently read an article over how 
most Native college students have 
a hard time making it past their first 
year of college. The article contended 
that tribal schools have many flaws 
that need to be addressed and asks 
the question of the effectiveness 
of tribal colleges in general. This 
in depth feature also explored the 
reasoning behind why Native Ameri-
cans only receive about one forth 
(5,000.00) of what other minorities 

receive in aid per year (20,000.00).

I believe we need to help each other 
more when it comes to our educa-
tion. Mentoring programs must be 
put in place to cultivate a student’s 
success and nurture their transition 
from high school to college. Students 
must also be taught what it is to be an 
adult as they learn responsibility and 
discipline. Exposure of our school 
should be increased at a national level 

to help pull in more funding for the 
institution while at the same time 
showcasing that tribal colleges are ef-
fective at building our future leaders.
 
We must work together to prove the 
doubters wrong. The government 
doesn’t believe we can succeed in 
higher learning as a people. Our al-
located investment from the Depart-
ment of the Interior is down because 
of this predisposition. We must accept 

this challenge as students and stand 
together shouting “we belong!”

I will always tell my peers that no 
matter what everyone else thinks we 
shouldn’t give up on ourselves when 
things get tough. The opportunity we 
have for higher education is a unique 
and amazing one. We must keep 
pushing forward with our success as a 
people. If progress was easy everyone 
would be doing it.

By: Raven WareThe Department of the Interior and other government agencies don’t believe 
that money spent on Native American education is well spent.

The U.S Government Doubts the Effectiveness of Tribal Colleges

Thanks for the Memories!

Congratulations on your 
retirement! 

Reeze Hanson &  
Sharon Condon

Thank you for all of your 
hard work and dedication 

to your students and 
staff here at Haskell.  

You will both be greatly missed.
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Colorfully painted canvases lined 
the walls of the Dick West Gallery 
for the Fine Arts Open House while 
displays of clay tiles and pinch bowls 
lured guests to the center of the 
room. Art classes at Haskell Indian 
Nations University made an exciting 
return and the display of student tal-
ent in the room was certainly proof. 
According to art instructor, Gina 
Adams, it’s been a long time coming.

“This is the first semester in 7 years 
(Haskell) has had painting and I 
believe 3 years since ceramics,” said 
Adams.

Last spring, Adams was invited to 
come into Marilyn Russell’s Art Ap-
preciation class for a two-week ce-
ramic segment as well as two weeks 
of painting instruction. Acting Dean 
of Humanities, Josh Fallleaf was 
instrumental in getting Adams the 
space needed in the ceramic studio 
for her extended art instruction that 
included firing up the kiln. Adams’ 
collaboration with the class was a 
catalyst for the full course offerings 
of Painting I and Ceramics I this fall.

Everyone involved would soon 
discover that students were eager for 
the courses. Adams’ first art classes 
weren’t listed in the course schedule 
until the first day students returned 
for the fall semester and the courses 
were full by that afternoon.

“The students are so talented. I give 

basic skills like color 
theory and how to create 
coil pots and pinch pots. 
I teach the skills but then 
you want to see what 
the students can bring to 
it and that’s been really 
great to see,” said Ad-
ams.

Sophomore, Guthrie 
Dean signed up for the 
Ceramics I class because 
of an artistic friend

“I wanted to just do it 
because of him and I 
actually ended up liking 
it. It was a very fun class. 
She (Adams) is a very 
good teacher. I didn’t 
know I was going to be 
good at ceramics but I came to be 
very good,” said Dean.

One of the masks Dean created in 
class was on display along with other 
assigned work from the semester.
Alaina Butler, sophomore, had other 
motives for enrolling in her Painting 
I art class.

“I want to be a fashion designer and 
I think that learning the color values 
and different textures will help me 
make patterns and further my career 
in a fashion sense,” said Butler. “It’s 
really helped me a lot. She (Adams) 
is very patient and kind. I really think 
that just over the past couple weeks 
I’ve learned a lot about what I want 
to do and what I’m good at and being 
patient with myself and my artwork. 
I think it’s an all-around awesome 
class and I hope this expands.”

Both Butler and Dean said they have 
enrolled into the next phase of their 
art classes, Painting II and Ceramics 
II, for next semester.

The gallery quickly filled with many 
supporters including students, mem-
bers of the community, and Haskell 
staff and faculty. Haskell President, 
Dr. Venida Chenault was in atten-
dance also supporting student work.

“It’s nice to see all of the energy and 
the work that is back in this room. 
It’s been a long time since we’ve had 

this many folks in here for any kind 
of show or poetry reading. It’s great 
and it’s exciting,” said Chenault.
Several students read their poetry 
from their work in Laura Mann’s 
Poetry Writing I course. Ashleigh 
Shohn, sophomore, read three of her 
works for attendees including one 
poem that was recently published in 
The Indian Leader.

“Initially I’ve had interests in cre-
ative writing and just writing in 
general and I hadn’t gotten around 
to taking poetry. I’m really excited 
that I got to take it this semester with 
Laura Mann,” said Shohn. “I really 
benefited from this and it’s helping 
me grow and now I have an interest 
in poetry. 

This showcase is going to help me 
build my confidence for possibly
other readings in the future.”

Students are looking forward to what 
the future holds for art courses at 
Haskell and so is Adams.
“Look at the potential these students 
have had in one semester with begin-
ning classes. The possibilities are 

endless,” said Adams.

Adams says there is metal and jew-
elry making equipment and tools just 
waiting to be used. She thinks a jew-
elry making class “would be wonder-
ful” and that a drawing class or other 
forms of sculpture are possibilities 
for down the road.

Haskell Showcases Student Talent at Fine Arts Open House
by Lori Hasselman

Guthrie Dean, Ceramics I student, shows 
off one of his mask creations.

Painting I student, Alaina Butler displays her art.

Art student work area in the Dick West Gallery.
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The Haskell Indian Leader’s Player 
Rankings After 10 Games Played

MVP:  Jenine Coriz 
15.8 points per game, 4.0 
steals per game, 4.0 assists 
per game
Top Scorer:  Jenine 
Coriz 158 total, 15.8 per 
game
Leading Assists: Jenine 
Coriz 40 total, 4.0 per 
game
Most Steals: Jenine 
Coriz 40 total, 4.0 per 
game Top Rebounder: Keli 

Warror 73 total boards, 
7.3 per game

Top 3 Point Shooters: 
Tiana Murphy 14/36 38.9%
Jenine Coriz 15/39 38.5%
Arnetia Begay 12/24 50%

Most Improved Player: 
Kortney Meat 10.1 
points per game, 82.8 

Free Throw percentage, 
2.8 assists per game

Number 6 in Division II in Total Steals 
(133)

Number 9 in Division II in 3-Pt FG Pct 
(0.370)

Number 10 in Division II in Total 3-Pt FG 
Made (80)

Number 12 in Division II in Total Scoring 
Offense (755)

Number 13 in Division II in Steals per 
Game (13.300)

Number 13 in Division II in Total Assists 
(154)

Number 15 in Division II in 3-Pt FG Made 
per Game (8.000)

Number 25 in Division II in Field Goal Pct 
(0.444)10/27 @ Bethany W 92-51

11/1 McPherson W 76-56
11/6 Park University W 70-60
11/11 Kansas Wesleyan W 67-61
11/14 @ Sterling College W 91-61  Tera Patterson Classic
11/15 @(13) Southwestern College W 72-53 Tera Patterson Classic
11/18 @(10) Baker W 79-70
11/21 @ Kansas Wesleyan L 71-75 McPherson Classic
11/22 @ McPherson W 56-51 McPherson Classic
11/25 @ Graceland W 81-70

Haskell Fighting Indians 
Record After 10 Games

The first official NAIA rank-
ings and polls will be released 
December 1, 2014. The Indi-
an’s will finish up their seven 
game road trip December 6, 
2014 at Rockhurst University 
in Kansas City at 6 P.M and 

then return home December 
13th to take on William Penn 
University at 2 P.M. The Indi-
ans can be seen live through 
streaming media online at 
www.haskellathetics.com or 
www.naia.org.



Nanabah-Allison Brewer just finished 
her 4th season as head coach for the 
Haskell volleyball team. Going into 
the 2014 fall semester, Coach Brewer 
had all 14 girls from the spring of 
2014 semester returning.

Besides being the head volleyball 
coach, she is a math professor at 
Haskell and also a mother of three. 
Brewer does a superb job of juggling 
her many responsibilities and duties. 
She didn’t even have an assistant 
coach at the beginning of the season! 

Coach Brewer saw an opportunity to 
give the girls a learning experience. 
This year the upperclassmen and team 
captains took on more responsibilities 
and leadership roles. Coach Brewer 
stated, “It is a learning experience, 
the girls will learn to lead and take 
on roles besides volleyball. They will 
learn about the bigger picture and 
what goes into having a successful 
and functioning volleyball program.”

Some responsibilities Coach Nana 
gave to the upperclassmen included 
running the Volleyball Club as well as 

the captains 
handling 
all forms of 
communica-
tion to the 
team and 
structuring 
clinics. Well 
overseeing 
the Volley-
ball Club, 
students had 
to order team 
equipment 
themselves 
throughout 
the season. 
Other duties 
of the Vol-
leyball Club 
included 
designing 
shirts, email-

ing vendors, getting quotes for equip-
ment and going through the school 
system to get the funds. Captains were 

in charge of making sure everyone 
had the schedule for the week.

Structuring clinics was another role 
that was taken on by the Haskell vol-
leyball team. Upperclassmen were to 
lay out how the clinic would be ran. 
This included picking stations/drills, 
deciding groups and figuring out 
times. In the future the younger play-
ers will become the upperclassmen 
and they will take on the same roles. 

Coach Brewer plans on continuing 
this learning experience with all her 
players. The future upperclassmen 
will continue to build on where for-
mer teammates left off and the pro-
gram will only grow. 

“Handling these responsibilities will 
raise the expectations of the team” 
Coach Brewer says. “The extra work 
will do nothing but help the players in 
their future endeavors.”

While the Kansas Jayhawk Vol-
leyball team ended their season on 
a low note with a loss to Arkansas-
Little Rock in the First Round of 
the NCAA Tourney, it was a monu-
mental season for Junior Tiana 
Dockery. Dockery is a native of 
Richmond, Texas and a graduate 
of Foster High School. In 2014, 

Dockery received Big 12 Honor-
able Mention recognition for her 
outstanding season.

At 5’10, Dockery found herself 
right at home playing the Outside 
Hitter position for the Crimson and 
Blue. She recalled this season as, 
“Absolutely wonderful.” Dockery, 

was apart of 
a Jayhawk 
squad that 
won 22 
games and 
10 confer-
ence games 
in the Big 
12. Kan-
sas had a 
winning 
percentage 
of 71% in 
2014.

Dockery was 
one of three 
upperclassmen on this year’s team 
and was the only junior. Dockery 
said, “This year was a big differ-
ence between my sophomore and 
junior year. I had to take on more 
of a leadership role.”

Next year, the Jayhawks return 12 
players to the squad, but Dockery 
will be the only senior. Dockery 
said, “I’m taking on THE leader-
ship role as the only senior on this 

team next year.” She went on to say, 
“We will have the same expecta-
tions as we did this year. We’ll just 
try not to get knocked out of the 
First Round of the tourney again.”

This was the third straight NCAA 
Tournament appearance for Dock-
ery and the Jayhawks. With the 
same expectations, Dockery and 
the team have a goal of reaching it 
again in 2015.

Page 7Haskell Indian Nations UniversityDecember 10, 2014December 10, 2014

Nanabah- Allision Brewer Finds ways off the court to teach her 
players the power of teamwork and responsibility.

The Haskell Women’s volleyball team gets ready to take on 
Graceland. photo by Kyle .      

Junior Tiana Dockery (Navajo) Earns Big 12 Honors in Her 2014 Campaign Photo By: 
Reid Williams

Dockery (Navajo) Has a Big Night in Topeka with 14 Kills Against 
Arkansas-Little Rock on December 5th Photo By: Reid Williams

By; Aubree Carr

Tiana Dockery (Navajo) Reflects on Junior Season
by Tyler Jones
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Encyclopedia Britannica defines 
authoritarianism as, “the principle 
of blind submission to authority, as 
opposed to individual freedom of 
thought and action. In government, 
authoritarianism denotes any political 
system that concentrates power in the 
hands of a leader or small elite that 
is not constitutionally responsible to 
the body of the people.” In essence 
authoritarianism is akin to a Shepard 
tending his flock of lost sheep that 
blindly follow orders. The power to 
lead is in trusted to a select few know 
as authority figures that in turn are 
responsible in preserving the best 
interests of the overall group.
Peter Parker’s Uncle Ben in the 
blockbuster movie “Spiderman” 
stated, “With great power comes 
great responsibility.” He hit the nail 
on the head when it comes to those 
select few who have the privilege to 
assume positions of authority. Power 
itself however can lead to an authority 
figure becoming corrupt and weighing 
the preservation of self-interest over 
the best interests of those they convey 
authority over. 19th Century Russian 
revolutionary Mikhail Bakunin argued 
that, “when acting as society’s guard-
ians, even learned, well-informed 
people inevitably become corrupt. 
They abandon the pursuit of truth, 
seeking instead the protection of their 
own power. The masses, kept in igno-
rance, need their protection. Bakunin 
believed that accordingly, privilege 
kills the heart and mind.”

When it comes to authority figures 
in government the concept of power 
plays a huge role in their motivations. 
When an authority within government 
has a thirst for power that can only 
be alleviated by sacrificing the best 
interests of the public for personal 
gain, government itself will fail. Aris-
totle made it all seem vividly simple: 
“The true forms of government . . . are 
those in which the one, or the few, or 
the many, govern with a view to the 
common interest; but governments 
which rule with a view to the private 
interest, whether of the one, or of the 
few, or of the many, are perversions.” 
Government itself seeks to gain power 
over its people to create order yet in its 
pursuit for power a division is made 

between those in authority and those 
who lack authority within a society.

The uneven distribution of power 
has in my opinion been very evident 
in American society. The United 
States has been for some time see-
ing a gap in wealth that continues to 
grow by the day. Peter Von Buren 
an American economist observed, 
“Last year eight Americans — the 
four Waltons of Wal-Mart fame, the 
two Koch brothers, Bill Gates, and 
Warren Buffett — made more money 
than 3.6 million American minimum-
wage workers 
combined. 
The median 
pay for CEOs 
at America’s 
large cor-
porations 
rose to $10 
million per 
year, while a 
typical chief 
executive 
now makes 
about 257 
times the av-
erage work-
er’s salary, up 
sharply from 
181 times in 
2009. Over-
all, 1% of 
Americans 
own more 
than a third 
of the country’s 
wealth.”

These numbers 
are staggering 
and show a clear 
and uneven distribution of wealth 
throughout our nation. It seems when 
it comes to a class system in the 
United States there are only two de-
mographics, the haves and the have 
nots. When a society is broken into 
classes they will inevitably conflict. 
“Philosopher (Karl) Marx defined 
classes by their relationships to the 
means of production, and he believed 
that such nineteenth-century capital-
ist societies as Great Britain and the 
United States were characterized by 
two main classes, the bourgeoisie 
(owners of capital) and the proletar-
iat (the property less workers hired 

by capitalists). He further argued that 
these classes held opposing interests, 
and since each was transformed from 
a “class in itself” (that is, aggregates 
of individuals sharing the same eco-
nomic relations) to a “class for itself” 
(that is, an organized, self-conscious 
political actor), conflict between the 
two was inevitable.”

When the gap between the rich and 
poor becomes too great democracy 
itself will fail due to the fact that 
the interests of the few will start to 
over shadow the best interests of the 

greater good. 
A democracy 
can’t be ef-
fective if it 
sacrifices the 
needs of the 
many for that 
of the few. 
Aristotle was 
well aware 
of this trou-
bling fact. 
“Perversions 
into tyranny, 
oligarchy, 
and democ-
racy arise 
where rulers 
– one, few, or 
many – place 
their own 
interest above 
the common 
good. De-

mocracy’s charac-
teristic perversion, 
in this Aristotelian 
view, consists of 
discrimination by 
the governing poor 

against both the state’s collective 
interest and the interests of the rich.” 
If we as a society continue to follow 
our authorities lead blindly, we will 
place ourselves in a position to be-
come nothing more than a group of 
mindless automatons, how wait for 
authority to oil our gears and crank 
our spokes. We will all inevitably be-
come machines whose sole purpose 
is to follow orders handed down to 
us from those in control.

How can we as a collective cut 
the wires of authority that long to 
control society like puppets on a 

Marionette’s strings? There is one 
clear answer in my opinion to the 
toxic parasite that is government. 
I like many others throughout the 
word feel we should get rid of it all 
together. We’ve all heard about the 
days of the American “Wild West.” 
What many people don’t know is 
that most of the area at the time 
was not controlled by a centralized 
government. People were responsible 
for themselves and their actions. 
Each person held each other account-
able and handled their own business. 
The times of the “Wild West” were a 
successful experiment in the use of 
Anarchy in the United States.
Peter Gellados in “Anarchy Works” 
explains,“Anarchism is the boldest 
of revolutionary social movements 
to emerge from the struggle against 
capitalism — it aims for a world free 
from all forms of domination and ex-
ploitation. But at its heart is a simple 
and convincing proposition: people 
know how to live their own lives and 
organize themselves better than any 
expert could. We can live in a society 
with no bosses, masters, politicians, 
or bureaucrats; a society with no 
judges, no police, and no criminals, 
no rich or poor; a society free of sex-
ism, homophobia, and transphobia; 
a society in which the wounds from 
centuries of enslavement, colonial-
ism, and genocide are finally allowed 
to heal. The only things stopping us 
are the prisons, programming, and 
paychecks of the powerful, as well as 
our own lack of faith in ourselves.”
When we hold ourselves and each 
other accountable we as a society will 
see a renaissance in individualism. 
Everyone can truly have an equal 
chance for success well at the same 
time contributing to molding society 
a better sculpture. When you take 
away the titles and regulations of au-
thoritarianism and government, you 
free up an individual to follow their 
own path that will inevitably lead to 
a better society. I’ll leave you with 
a prose from a poem that I believe 
shows how governments should be 
handled by society. It is a 1873 poem 
about a plan to destroy the English 
parliament “Remember, remember, 
the fifth of November! The Gun-
powder treason and plot. I know of 
no reason, why the gunpowder and 
treason, should ever be forgot!”

A picture of Uncle Sam a popular po-
litical character in the United States. 

The word control is highlighted to 
associated government with control. 
Photo acquired from Google Images.

Government in the United States teaches us to put an emphasis on the money we make and the objects we 
acquire. This is all done in an effort to control our population.
By: Charlie Perry

Comentary: Reevaluating Authority and America’s Dream of Capitalism
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Congratulations to Haskell’s Placing Runners!!

Angela Bigbow, Freshman: N 21:07.60 
Place: 280 out of 336

Haskell Graduates

Tony McCabe, Sophomore: N 28:33.00 
Place: 278 out of 320

Talisa Budder, Senior: N 21:42.90 
Place: 302 out of 336
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